Mr. Zeko/Semester B: Photographer Research Report-2013

Name 




Directions
You will be creating a presentation that reflects your knowledge and understanding of a famous photographer. You will be responsible for researching this artist and their work.  You will be choosing three of their works to critique in your report using photographic and art terminology. Beyond the formal aspects of the images you will also be considering any emotional or psychological content in the photographs. Also you will consider how the photographs are an example of the artist’s style…if we were to see a photograph in a museum and the tag was missing what kinds of things may lead us to believe it was from this artist? Finally you will analyze how their work reflects, played a role in and/or is significant to the time and culture where it was created. Your final report may be presented in one of three mediums:

1. An 8½” x11” artist “promo” flier created in Photoshop.

2. A 22” x 28” Poster board presentation.

3. A 10-25 slide PowerPoint presentation.

Part I. Research: 25 Points (Typed): Due Friday, April 19th 

1. Your artist’s full name

2. Biographical information: dates of birth and death, nationality, education, influences, major events in the artist’s life

3. Quotes from the artist…and what do they mean?

4. Artistic information: what art movement can this artist be connected with or what other art movements were underway when this photographer was making art, what (if any) other kinds of media does this artist work in (painting, sculpture, video), the artist’s style, black and white or color photos, any technological advancements they used.

5. Timeline- Make a chart of their life including events in their personal life, cultural events and their important works.

6. Three (3) specific photographs: write down their titles, year created, and other information about the photographs…you will be critiquing these photographs so choose well

Part II: Photographer Report Worksheet: 25 Points (Typed): Due Friday, April 26th 
You will be critiquing you artist’s work in your report. You should start by looking at each photo and answering these questions. Have all of the available info on the photos you are critiquing: title, year, etc.

CONTENT/MEANING

1. What is the message of this photo? This process should take some time to figure out, it may not be obvious.  After answering questions 2-5 this may become more evident.

2. What is the center of interest? Is it a symbol or a person…or something even more abstract? 

3. Why do you think that artist chose to make that the center of interest? 

4. What significance does that have? Does it have cultural or historical importance? 

5. Does it communicate a feeling or pose a question?

SUBJECT PLACEMENT - Comment about the location of the subject (center of interest). Consider the following:  

   6. Was the rule of thirds followed?  If not explain what technique was used.

   7. How does the photography use unity to tie elements together or link objects together?

COMPOSITION TECHNIQUES - COMMENT on what techniques may have been used. Consider the use of leading lines, framing, strong vertical lines or objects, diagonal lines, “s ‘ shaped lines, background simplified, background included, contrast in color or shape or any other points that you feel make this picture either good or bad.  

  8. What kinds of compositional strategies did the artist use and how did they use them?

  9. How do those strategies support the composition’s center of interest or message?

STYLE

 10. How does this photograph reflect your artist’s style? Is it similar in subject matter or style to other      photographs by this artist?

Part Three: Presentation (50 Points): PowerPoint, Poster, or Artist Promo: Due Friday, May 3rd 
