Journalism A (Fall-2013): Mr. Zeko, Room X-1
Overview, Rules, & Procedures
Course Description:  Journalism is a two-semester, elective course designed to extend the student’s knowledge and appreciation of the journalistic tradition as well as newspaper production.  All students will be expected to write articles and participate in the layout and design of El Rodeo—El Rancho High School’s monthly publication. Throughout the trimester students will:
1. Receive a “performance” score for each issue of El Rodeo-basically, “What did you do to contribute to the latest issue?  This will include writing at least one article for each issue and may include participating in the layout and editing processes (60%).

2. Complete a wide variety of class work/homework assignments including: Journalism Today (7th edition) textbook work and miscellaneous handouts & exercises. (20%).
3. Take quizzes and tests over textbook materials. Students are responsible for any textbooks taken outside of class (10%).
4. Finally, each student will receive an “attitude/participation” grade-basically did the student participate and contribute to all aspects of newspaper production including: generating advertising revenue, distributing and circulating the newspaper, and cleaning and maintaining newsroom and equipment. Daily attendance will also factor into this porting of the grade (10%).

Materials:  Students will need to provide a small notebook and a flash drive for their articles. A small digital recording device and a personal digital camera are beneficial but by no means mandatory. Each student (class size permitting) also receives a copy of Journalism Today, 7th Edition for his or her use throughout the trimester. We will pilot using Turnitin.com for all news stories.
Grading Policy: Points will be awarded for each assignment.  Assignments will fall into one of the four categories listed above.  

Grade Scale: A (93-100), A- (90-92), B+ (87-89), B (83-86), B- (80-82), C+ (77-79),

C (74-76), C- (70-73), D+ (67-69), D (63-66), D- (60-62), F (0-59).

Course Policies:  Students will adhere to the general school conduct policies; however, all students should also follow the three C’s—courtesy, cooperation, and control.  Homework is due at the beginning of the period.  Late work is absolutely not accepted—El Rodeo runs on a strict deadline!  If absent, the student, has as many days as s/he was absent to complete the assignments.  Computerized progress reports will be given upon request.

Please feel free to write or call with any questions/ comments.

Mr. Zeko
Room X-1
  Conference Period 3 

  (562) 801-5355 x280

pzeko@erusd.org
http://mrzeko.weebly.com
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Mr. Zeko/Journalism: Room X-1

Camera Check Out Policies/Procedures

· Cameras are available on a first come-first served basis and may be checked out for a maximum two nights at a time.

· Students must possess a valid El Rancho High School ID to check out cameras. I will keep your ID until you return camera (if you need you ID for lunch you may use last year’s El Rancho ID). 

· Students must check camera before they leave room.  Each camera should have an SD card. Also, students should take rechargeable batteries from the “Charged Batteries” can before they leave (the assumption is that each student has checked out camera (w/bag), an SD card, and batteries).  You must let me know if you are not taking any of these items.

· Use great care when taking camera to other classes, lunch, etc.  Most losses have occurred here at school. 

· Do not discard rechargeable batteries if they lose power. You may use standard alkaline AA batteries from home-but please return rechargeable batteries.

Camera Check In Policies/Procedures

· Download all your photos to computer (and back-up to flash drive) before you return camera.
· Format the SD card (this is different from erasing all). You will find the format option in the menu. I will help you find it.
· Remove rechargeable batteries from camera and place them in “To Be Charged” can.
· Make sure SD card is in camera, place camera back in bag, and return to teacher or TA.
******Remember you are financially responsible for all lost/damaged items-so take great care of class equipment.

Mr. Zeko: Journalism: Fall, 2013
Computer Rules/Etiquette/Directions
Rules

· No bypassing school proxy servers (i.e.-that is don’t try to access blocked sites such as Facebook and YouTube.
· Please do not download anything without teacher’s permission.
· Please do not print without teacher’s permission.
· No inappropriate backgrounds/desktop images (you know what that means/includes).
· No stealing/deleting other students’ work.
· No stealing images from the Internet and passing off as your own.
· Please do not turn on computers without my permission.
Etiquette

· Please be careful with food-No food/drink directly over keyboards.
· Do not put any stickers/writing, etc. on computers.
· Occasionally clean your computer, screen and workspace with a light cleanser/spray mist and a soft rag.
· Please shut down computer and push in chair at the end of the period
Directions

· Desktop should be clean and uncluttered-you just need:
· One PDF files (Journalism Today-7th Edition PDF file).
· A folder with your name (inside that folder you may keep subfolders).
· “Public” folder from X-1 (Mr. Zeko’s server).
· Your dock should include: Word, Safari, In-Design (CS5) and Photoshop (CS5).
· You must backup your work in at least one location (I recommend two: a flash drive & home computer)-your school computer will crash or have problems- computer problems will not be accepted as an excuse for late or missing work!

	Week/Dates
	Topic/Subject
	Project/Publication
	Resources/Assessment
	Activities/Handouts

	1. Aug. 21-23
	What is journalism? Are newspapers dead?  (Discussion)
	Practice: Int./pairs Writing Sample
	Brainstorm;

Video: La Verne, etc.
	Syllabus, course outline, rules.
Newswriting Workshop: #1

	2. Aug. 26-30
	Looking Back: The History of American Media
	
	Journalism Today: Ch.1

Quiz #1
	Staff manual handouts; Textbook exercises & handouts. NWW: #2

	3. Sep. 3-6

 (4 days)
	Meeting Ethical & Legal Responsibilities: Our limitations/why?
	September assignments
	Journalism Today: Ch.2

Quiz #2
	Desktop, server, policies. Textbook exercises & handouts. NWW: #3

	4. Sep. 9-13
	Deciding What is News: What belongs in El Rodeo? Why?
	
	Journalism Today: Ch.3

Quiz #3
	NWW: #4

	5. Sep. 16-20
	Organizing the Staff: How should we structure staff?
	September writing cut-off
	Journalism Today: Ch.4

Quiz #4
	Photo tips/Photoshop basics. Textbook ex. NWW: #5

	6. Sep. 23-27
	
	El Rodeo v62#1
	
	NWW: #6

	7. Sep./Oct. 30-4
	Making the Interview Work: How to accurate and ethical.
	October assignments
	Journalism Today: Ch.5

Quiz #5
	Textbook exercises & handouts.

NWW: #7

	8. Oct. 7-11
	Writing News Story Leads: Learning how to write clear and creative leads-Part 1
	
	Journalism Today: Ch. 6


	Textbook exercises & handouts.

NWW: #8

	9. Oct. 15-18

 (4 days)
	Writing News Story Leads: Learning how to write clear and creative leads-Part 2
	October writing cut-off
	Journalism Today: Ch. 6

Quiz #6
	Textbook exercises & handouts.

NWW: #9

	10. Oct. 21-25
	
	
	
	NWW: #10

	11. Oct. 28-1
	Writing New Stories and Headlines: Building on the lead; writing creative headlines-Part 1
	El Rodeo v62#2
	Journalism Today: Ch. 7


	Textbook exercises & handouts.

NWW: #11

	12. Nov. 4-8
	Writing New Stories and Headlines: Building on the lead; writing creative headlines-Part 2
	
	Journalism Today: Ch. 7

Quiz #7
	Textbook exercises & handouts.

NWW: #12

	13. Nov. 12-15

 (4 days)
	
	
	
	NWW: #13

	14. Nov. 18-22
	Handling Quotes Fairly & Accurately
	El Rodeo v62#3
	Journalism Today: Ch. 8

Quiz #8
	Textbook exercises & handouts.

NWW: #14

	Thanksgiving/Furlough Week

	15. Dec. 2-6
	Doing in-Depth Reporting
	
	Journalism Today: Ch. 9

Quiz #9
	NWW: #15

	16. Dec. 9-13
	
	El Rodeo v62#4
	
	Textbook exercises & handouts.

NWW: #16

	Winter Break-3 Weeks

	17. Jan. 7-11
	Design and Layout: Basic principles of newspaper layout/design.
	
	Journalism Today: Ch. 10

Quiz #10
	Textbook exercises & handouts.



	18. Jan. 14-18
	
	
	
	

	19. Jan. 21-24 
	
	El Rodeo v62#4
	Test: Chapters 1-10
	


Journalism: Semester A (Fall-2013): Pacing Guide
Mr. Zeko: Journalism: Fall, 2013
Parent/Student Contract
Please Detach, Sign, and Return:

I have read & understand the computer rules and directions and agree to follow all class computer rules or I will forfeit my right to remain in class.
Students

Name 






      Date 

    Period 


Students/Parents

I understand that I am financially responsible for all equipment checked out from x-1 lab including: cameras, flash cards, rechargeable batteries, bags, etc. A “blue” fine slip will be issued for any lost or damaged equipment. All fines must be cleared to participate in extra-curricular activities. Also, all fines must be cleared prior to graduation. 

I have read and understand this contract.

Student 



                   
Parent/Guardian 
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