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Budget Crisis
and Potential Layoffs
Discussed at Meeting

By REBECccA GALLEGOS
& JosE REYES
EL RobEO STAFF WRITERS

On April 15 parents, stu-
dents and faculty assembled at
(North Park Middle School’s
cafeteria to discuss El Rancho’s
Academic Decathlon Team’s
success, and next year’s budget.

“[Nearly four million] dol-
lars needs to be cut from next
year’s budget,” said Ms. Carreon.

If the appropriate cuts are
not made from the budget, then the
El Rancho Unified School District]
will have to lay off more teachers.

Teachers and their sup-
porters protested outside North
Park Middle School before the
meeting. Teachers also went
to the meeting dressed in red
to show their solidarity and
to “put a face” to the teachers
who may be losing their jobs.

Attendance was another|
issue discussed at the meeting.

“Money is lost due to
poor attendance,” said Carre-
on, and this affects the budget.

“The district and com-
munity should get more seri-
ous about the attendance issue,”
said Mr. McMullen. “The dis-
trict should work with the com-
munity, with the parents to im-
prove attendance. We lose a lot
of money because of attendance;
literally millions because stu-
dents do not come to school.”

“The district actually has
good attendance, 96%, which is
higher than the state average,” said
McMullen. “Nevertheless, there
are still 4% of students that may be
out for tons of different reasons.”

Grants were given to the
district. “The grants deal with
school safety and disaster prepa-
ration,” said Carreon. “The dis-
trict received these grants from
the federal government allocating
a certain amount of money to put|
these programs into place.” Di-
saster safety, evacuation, respon-
sibilities each school has, and
what teachers and administrators
must do under severe situations
will also be a part of this grant.

“The different unions: the
administrative union, the teacher’s
union and the classified union, are
all working together to try to meet
this budget cut and save jobs.

I hope this situation can be
resolved,” said Carreon. “Wedon’t|
want people to lose their jobs.”

www.erusd.k12.ca.us/elrancho

Fifth Annual Project Fair a Huge Success

By REBECccA GALLEGOS
EL RopEO STAFF WRITER

Last night, El Rancho High
School held its annual Project
Fair to show incoming fresh-
man what El Rancho is all about.

Incoming freshman along
with their parents gathered in
the gym for a slide show of pho-
tos taken throughout this year to
allow them to see what events
take place at El Rancho. After,
they went into the new gym to
see what extra curricular activi-
ties are available at El Rancho.

LinkCrewwasalsoatProject
Fairoffering “School Spirited Face
Painting” and trying to make the
incoming freshman feel welcome.

“We want to get the fresh-
man more comfortable and as-
sociated with the school,” said
Link Crew leader Jose Burgos.

“So when they come in,
they already know certain things
about El Rancho, and know that
they can count on us, their Link
Leaders, to help them through
this transition,” said Burgos.

“Project Fair gives in-
coming freshmen a sneak peek
into some of the programs that
we offer,” says Mr. Rodriguez.
“It gives them a chance to see
clubs, sports, and activities that
are open to them for next year
and allows them to get informa-
tion about starting at EI Rancho.”

El Rancho's actors eagerly encourage incoming freshmen to sign up for next year's drama program.

There were many clubs who
took part in Project Fair, one of
them being the Drama program.
“We want to make the incom-
ing students aware of the vari-
ous extra curricular activities that
are available to them at the high
school and we want to make sure
that they know we have a Drama
program that is alive and well here
on campus,” said Mr. Wlasick

Project Fair is not as sim-
ple as it looks. “It takes a lot to
put together Project Fair,” says

Jonathan Jimenez. “It takes a lot
of organization, and talking to
people. We have to know what
people are doing certain events
and making sure people are tak-
ing part in their job and giving in-
formation to the incoming fresh-
man. We basically show them
what El Rancho has to offer.”

“Since my sisters already
attend El Rancho, I have a vague
idea of what the school is like,”
said incoming freshman, Victoria
Torres. “I really wanted to learn

more about the art program at El
Rancho; and I feel that I really got
to see what the students here learn
from the art teachers and the dif-
ferent types of art that are taught.”

“Project Fair is a great op-
portunity to get to learn about
El Rancho High School and to
get involved and learn about
sports, get to meet the teachers
and it is about student and par-
ent involvement; this is where it
starts.” Concluded Mrs. Cruz; the
incoming freshmen’s counselor.

Gadabouts Return from European Journey

By BriANNA MORALES
EL RopEO STAFF WRITER

Forty-eight members of El
Rancho High School’s Gadabout
Club returned from a European
journey through Italy and France.

Led by Mr. and Mrs. Zeko,
this is the club’s fourth European
trip and their second trip with
tour director, Franziska Deddner.

“Traveling with the Ze-
kos was great. They know their
things, and they know what
to expect,” said Ms. Oase.

Venturing from the Tus-
can region of Italy to the French
Rivera and eventually to Par-

is, the Gadabouts all agreed
that the trip was Dbeautiful.
“In  Venice everything

looks like a postcard,” said ju-
nior, Alexis Delgado. Stephanie
Cazales, a junior as well, also
acknowledged the beauty of the
trip. “My favorite part of the trip
was Florence; it’s beautiful.”

Along  with  aesthetic
beauty of their European jour-
ney, the Gadabouts encountered
currency exchange rate issues.

“The only thing that was a
problem was the exchange rates.
The commission rates at the air-
ports were outrageous—nearly
18%. After exchanging 300 dol-
lars, T only gotabout 150 euros, and
I went to another exchange place
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Forty-eight gadabouts pose together in Florence, Italy.

and I changed 200 dollars for 130
euros, said senior, Jacob Barrera.

Adding the issues encoun-
tered during the trip, the TGV
train, which would have gotten the
travelers from the French Rivera
to Paris in a matter of five hours,
was not running due to a strike, so
a twelve hour bus ride was imple-
mented at the very last minute.

“I had to recall every sin-
gle bus company and restaurant.
So, basically, I was on the phone
for three hours at the train sta-
tion,” Deddner continued, “It’s
part of traveling in Europe.”

Having traveled EF (Edu-
cation First), the students feel as
if they have been prepared for

independent travel in the future.

“Independently, you’re
more prone to do whatever you
want; you’re more prone to ex-
cursion, while the EF tour pro-
vides structure. Because we’re so
young, it needs to be structured be-
cause we don’t know how to trav-
el independently yet. EF is a great
stepping stone to travel as inde-
pendent travelers,” Barrera said.

Having experienced new
cultures, the Gadabouts discov-
ered the benefits of traveling.

“The biggest benefit of trav-
eling is experiencing the new cul-
tures and taking everything in, and
being able to see how other people
live, which is completely different

from over here,” said Delgado.

With six years of experi-
ence as a tour guide, Deddner
also sees the benefits of traveling.

“It’s a benefit sharing
our culture and getting differ-
ent cultures closer together be-
cause that’s one problem of our
world; people don’t know each
other and don’t know each oth-
er’s traditions and cultures, and
that’s why they don’t understand
each other.” Deddner contin-
ued, “People change people.”
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GUILLIANA Bravo
EL RoDEO STAFF WRITER

Volunteers came together
on Saturday April 17" to par-
ticipate in Smith Park’s 12" an-
nual Community Pride Day.

Various parents and stu-
dents signed up at 8:00 am to
clean the community and help-
ing Pico Rivera improve. “I
felt I was positively contribut-
ing to the community and help-
ing Pico Rivera shine brighter,”
said junior, Kimberly Sanchez.

The city provided blue t-
shirts and breakfast for all vol-
unteers. They had the option
of eating a slice of blueberry
bread, muffins, and cinnamon
rolls. They also had apple juice,
orange, and milk for beverages.

The event was organized
in sections of the park and oth-
er local areas. Volunteers were
held responsible for signing up
in any section of their choice.
Each section had an adviser,
who provided the group with
gardening tools and other sup-
plies such as gloves and rakes.

Volunteers ranked leaves,
swept, gardened and removed
graffiti. One of the organizers
drove around the park, pass-
ing out water bottles. “Most
people were working hard on
the community “Most people
working hard on the commu-

NEWS

nity garden and were all sweat-
ing because of their hard work,”
said volunteer, Maria Colindes.

Many groups finished clean-
ing their section around 11:00 am
and waited for luch at 12:00 pm.

For lunch, volunteers received
a choice of three different kinds
of subway sandwiches, along
with chips, soda, and a cookie.

During lunch, the city raf-
fled a shirt, boxing gloves, and

boxing headgear, signed by celeb-
rity guest speaker and boxer cham-
pion, Alfonso S. Gomez. After the
event was over, volunteers had the
opportunity to get an autograph
and photograph with the boxer.

IV

Volunteers left home proud
knowing they helped better their
community Junior Monique
Fitchett said, “T felt unision with
Mother Nature and it’s an expe-
rience I would do it over again.”

Decathletes Recognized for Qutstanding Achievements

By CHRisTINA PEREZ

EL RobpEO STAFF WRITER

On Thursday April 15, El Ran-
cho’s Decathlon was recognized
for their outstanding achieve-
ments in State Competition dur-
ing the district’s monthly board
meeting in North Park’s cafeteria.

At the beginning of the
meeting, Principal Genis intro-
duced Gerry Goyenaga, one of
the members of Decathlon, so he
could recite his speech from the
speech contest. He will continue
to succeed in his academics by
studying at the University of Cal-
ifornia, Santa Barbara where he
will pursue psychology as a major.

Another decathlete that
presented her speech was Se-
nior Angeli Vicente who re-
ceived gold in interview and
silver in essay. “I want to major

in cell, molecular, and develop-
mental biology at the Univer-
sity of California, Los Angeles.”

“I was debating on Cal
State Fullerton, Cal State Long
Beach, and UC Irvine, but I de-
cided I am going to go to Cal State
Long Beach,” said Sabina Ran-
gel who will major in Nursing.

Each member was given a
plaque from El Rancho’s School
District Board of Education de-
tailing his or her outstanding ac-
complishment in placing fourth
overall in Los Angeles County.

After Tate Harshbarger
was given his plaque, Princi-
pal Genis announced his accep-
tance of all the colleges he had
applied to. In the fall, Tate will
be attending Yale University.

Oscar Vasquez will
be at the University of Cali-
fornia, Santa Cruz for his

freshmen year of college.

Fellow Decathletes, Albert
Alvarez and Walter Quintanilla
will be moving east with Alvarez
attending University of Pennsyl-
vania and Quintanilla attend-
ing the University of Chicago.

Bryan Vargas, an alter-
nate of the team, plans to run

for cross-country at Mount
SAC  Community  College.
The decathlon’s captain

Amy Micheo is still undecided
of what major she will be pur-
suing. She is still deciding on
what to school to attend. Her
decision is between between
Yale and Duke University.

Each decathlete was recog-
nized for all their diligent work
and success in the state compe-
tition. They are also being con-
gratulated for leaving an excellent
legacy for El Rancho’s Decathlon.

Community Celebrates Earth Day

NATALIE RANGEL
EL RaNcHO STAFF WRITER

On Saturday, April 24", the
City of Pico Rivera and Kriko-
rian Premiere Theatres spon-
sored Pico Rivera’s Earth Day
2010. The event began at 10
a.m. and continued until 2 p.m.
with lots of family fun and recy-
cling presentations in between.

The event sponsors were
Krikorian Theatres, CalMet Ser-
vices, Whittier Fertilizer Compa-
ny, Whittier Feed Co., Nationwide
Environmental Services, South-
ern California Edison, Ameri-
can Cancer Society, SEAACA
(Southeast Area Animal Control
Authority), Lowes, Energy Star,
E-Waste California, Central Ba-
sin Municipal Water District and
El Rancho’s own Green Team.

City of Pico Rivera Com-
mittee =~ Member, = Raymond
Chavez, pieced together the
event in hopes of educating peo-
ple in the importance of keep-
ing the earth clean with the help
of the Eagles EcoFriends, stu-
dents at Rivera Middle School.

The theme for this year’s
Earth Day was oceans, in rela-
tion to Disney’s upcoming mo-
tion picture: Oceans. Keeping
the idea of oceans in mind, chil-
dren (and adults) were encour-
aged to build their own sand
castles and compete in the Sand-
castle building contest. Winners
won prizes provided by Kriko-
rian Theatres. A coloring con-
test was also held by Krikorian.

A noncompetitive activ-
ity provided was pottery paint-

ing, where anyone could paint
their own pot and plant a few
seeds to help spread the green.
Globe painting, where children
could color a world of their own
with markers on coffee filters
and watch the colors spread with
just a spray of a water bottle, was
an additional activity available.

El Rancho’s Green Team’s
own activity was certainly unique.
Eager participants were placed in
front of a green screen and starred
in their own film. But what
seemed to catch most eyes was
SEAACA’s booth; puppies were
presented in hopes that they would
find a good home on Earth Day.

Many of the sponsors gave
away free items such as book-
lets, coloring books, pens, lolli-
pops, energy efficient light bulbs,
samples of eco-friendly products
and flower seeds. Overall Pico
Rivera’s Earth Day 2010 was
successful as well as beneficial.

Free F-Waste Collechon & R{
saturday, April 24, 2010, 10 a.m
Krikorian Theatres - Village
8540 Whittier Blvd.
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Generation Y: Elite or Dead Last?

By AMANDA HERNANDEZ
& NATALIE RANGEL
EL RopEO STAFF MEMBER

“OMG,” “LOL,” and
“BTW.” Sound familiar?

Those are some of the ab-
breviations our generation uses
everyday. Our generation, Gen-
eration Y, is the most techno-
logically advanced generation
thus far but it is also the most
narcissistic. We prefer to com-
municate through e-mail or text
messaging than we do talking
in person. Though cell phones
were created as a means to talk
to one another, many Generation
Y-ers find that they use up more
of their texts than their minutes.

Now-a-days, teens prefer
to “Tweet” about themselves or
update their Myspace and Face-
book profiles with things they did
that day or new things they like.

We seem to be worry-
ing more about our social lives
over anything else, putting off
the concept of growing up.
Our generation would rather
“hang out” and socalize than
pick up a math book and study.

We enjoy turning any con-
versation onto ourselves, turn-
ing any little discussion into an
Arm’s Race, so to speak. For ex-
ample, when a friend says they
acquired a new cell phone, one
might be prone to flaunt their own
phone, one with “better features.”

Loss of common verbal
communication, Generation Y,

though tech savvy, is also being
known as the dumbest genera-
tion yet. With the loss of an ex-
tensive vocabulary many would
have had during Shakespeare’s
time, our generation is find-
ing it difficult to understand
words that many in Generation
X would consider elementary.

Slang is replacing the
words they actually stand for in
our vocabularies. With this trans-
action, our ability to produce
an academic paper or enter the

workplace is becoming very dif-
ficult. If we cannot sound sophis-
ticated, how do we plan on gain-
ing a good and stable career we
are more than capable of gaining?

Despite all this, Genera-
tion Y is recognized as the most
optimistic and determined. Even
with the economic crisis that is
affecting the parents of Genera-
tion Y, we still try to find ways
to have a good time and forget
about this watered down Depres-
sion. We enjoy to party; let loose

and just enjoy life, instead of fo-
cusing on all the negative things
that are bound to come up in life.

Most teens will be self-
centered no matter what and with
Myspace, Twitter, Facebook and
any other website that allows us
to talk about our personal and
social lives. It may sound more
obnoxious than it seems, but re-
ally think about it. How many
of you tweet about what you’re
doing every hour, or update
your status on a daily basis? *

Some Students Oppose Testing Schedule

By PaTrick RUBALCAVA
EL RobpeEo STAFF CONTRIBUTOR

Times are great. The stu-
dents embrace their tests, as they
know that an early exit is com-
ing due to their modified day.

There are still only four
periods a trimester, and most do
not even know what a tutorial
is. On top of that, seniors do not
need to come to school while the
tests are being taken! The time
I have just described is the CST
testing of last year.

However, the CST testing
schedule of this year is marred
with troubles and inconveniences.
Modified days are the first casu-
alty, as our new schedule will not
accommodate them.

Additionally, seniors are
now required to attend school
during the testing, while some
teachers have taken to assign-
ing projects to the poor souls!

Is this what we have to look
forward to senior year? Working
pessimistically on a meaning-
less project while we watch our
peers testing on a non-modi-
fied day?

While speaking of the test-
ing schedule itself, one student
reflected, “it’s so confusing —
evens on one day, odds on another
day...” I cannot help but agree.

We have a flipping schedule
with skipping in between. I can
imagine many students showing
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up to a second period they were save us from spending time expected to do themselves well

supposed to have skipped, and
then quickly rushing to third peri-
od, already tardy. This has poten-
tial to occur three times a day, each
day of testing.

Perhaps the most peril-
ous aspect of the new CST
schedule, and I am quite sure
each AP student knows this
well, is its occurrence being at
the same time as the AP tests.

Before taking these im-
portant AP tests, which may

and money in college tak-
ing that respective course, we
must take these CSTs.

And if I know the average
hard-working AP student, it would
be safe to assume that student had
stayed up about three nights prior
studying diligently for that AP
test.

These late nights mixed in with
the arduous CST testing can only
produce an exhausted student.
And yet, these students are still

on their AP tests, while earning
their school a high score and bet-
ter funding on the CST?

Yes, I am quite convinced.
This new testing schedule is
not only inferior to last year’s,
but can also prove quite tir-
ing for the well-to-do student.

It is, after all, quite dif-
ficult to be well-to-do when
threatened  with  bad  test
scores and sleep deprivation.

€l Rodeo

Adyvisor
Paul Zeko

Editor-in-Chief
Brianna Morales

Editors

News
Brianna Morales
Alyssa Mendoza

Opinion
Rebecca Gallegos

Features
Jose Reyes
Naomi Ortega

Campus
Emma Leal

Jose Reyes

Entertainment
Alyssa Mendoza
Christina Perez

Sports
Daniela Aguilar

Staff
Priscilla Amavizca
Guilliana Bravo
Araceli Cabral
Maria Duenas
Joselyn Gonzalez
Amanda Hernandez
Arlette Lopez
Abel Martinez
Erika Morales
Natalie Rangel
Jonathon Raya
Lydia Raya
Alejandra Vallin

Staff Contributer
Patrick Rubalcava

El Rodeo 1s pub-
lished once a month, ex-
cept during vacations, by
the journalism class of]
El Rancho High School,
6501 S. Passons Blvd.,
Pico Rivera, CA 90660.




PG 4, EL RobEO

El Rancho High School

Aprr. 30,2010

FEATURES

” ¢ .28

New Country, Old Traditions

By ARLETTE LoPEZ
EL RopEO STAFF WRITER

Ants, flies, bugs, ah-
hhh! Kiran has a fear of bugs.
Kiran Kaur is not your
average girl; she was born
in the United Arab Emirates,
U.A.E in Dubai. “It is so beau-

tiful, and has pretty beaches,
and it’s so famous. It is like a
New York of India,” says Kaur.

Kiran is an only child
and has no pets. “I would
like to have a dog but my
mom won’t let me,” she said.

When Kiran was five she
came to the United States on va-

cation, and her parents decided to
stay permanently. Her mother en-
rolled Karanjeet in kindergarten
in February, but to graduate she
had to learn the English language.

By June, she knew English
perfectly, although she speaks
mostly Punjabi at home, and at
school she sometimes uses Span-

ishwords. Kiran said that when her
mother first enrolled her in school
in the U.S., the lady in the front
office spelled her name incorrect-
ly and changed it to Karanjeet.

“My name is spelled ‘Kiran’
and it’s pronounced differently
than how it’s on the list. I prefer
to be called Karen.” She added.

An arranged marriage is
planned for Kiran. She said,
“I get the right to say my de-
cision.” Her parents talk or
meet with other parents, and if
Kiran’s parents are interested in
him, they arrange a day to meet.

“The entire family gets
to meet me and I wear an In-
dian dress and have to im-
press the parents by bringing
the appetizers,” said Kiran.

“I’'mscared ofhavingthisar-
ranged marriage, but I have to live
with it because it’s my culture.”

In 2006 Kiran went
to wvisit her native country.

“India is very differ-
ent from the U.S., it has a dif-
ferent lifestyle,” said Kiran.

“Dubeai is beautiful but what
I dislike about it was that the elec-
tricity went out at least three times
a day; I never had the chance to
see my novellas,” she concluded.

New State, New School, New York Boy

By Mari DUENAS
EL RoDEO STAFF WRITER

You’re walking through
42 street, bright lights near
enough to catch your eyes, com-
mercials, nightclubs, and more
than 3 million people with dif-
ferent ethnicities walking around
you. It’s called Manhattan, New
York. Carlos Castro, a senior at
El Rancho, lived near this in-
credible city for eight years.

Castro is a Columbian
boy who moved to New York
and has visited interesting plac-
es all over the world; traveling
has been a big part of his life.

“I have traveled to Mi-
ami, Florida, Washington, Vir-
ginia, Pennsylvania, New Jer-
sey, the Dominican Republic,
Puerto Rico, Venezuela, Ar-
gentina, and Israel,” he said.

More than a month and
a half ago, Castro moved to
California to live with his
mother, leaving behind Susan
E. Wagner High School, many
friends, great hobbies, and a
baby brother whom he adores.

Castro misses some
things about New York, but
is content with making a liv-
ing in the state of California.

“I can’t say I like it here
yet because it’s a short amount of
time that I’ve been here, but it’s
a different world,” said Castro.

A good result he found
with this move is the weath-
er here in California, because
compared to New York, “this
feels like summer,” he said.

Some of the hobbies that
Castro had back at New York
were playing football and base-
ball, and was a DJ for parties and
clubs. He called himself “DJ C”
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and says he was pretty known be-
cause he played all types of music.

“My hobbies here at Cali-
fornia now are parties, work-
ing out, and listening to music,”
said Castro. He has enjoyed
meeting all kinds of new people
from California and has also
enjoyed visiting Hollywood,
nightclubs and the beaches.

Here at El Rancho, Castro
joined the ROTC program because
he was in the program for four
years back at New York. “I was
also in the New York Police De-
partment for three years,” he said.

Castro’s plan after high
school graduation is to go to
the Air Force and get an educa-
tion there for four years. “After

R .

I get my education, I will join
the Police Department,” he said.

Some great things to do
in New York that Castro recom-
mends to all Californians is to visit
entire Manhattan, get in the ferry
(a large boat that takes you to see
the statue of liberty), go to “Copa-
cabana Club,” Central Park, and
to visit the World Trade Center.

Crispin
Lights up
the Scene

By ErikA MORALES
EL RopEO STAFF WRITER

Bright neon swerves, and
slashes of color have been por-
trayed beautifully on canvas, but
these days Andrew Crispin uses
a new media to make the same
art. Light shows have become
a growing addition to the rave
scene. Only a year ago was Crisp-
in introduced to this new art form.

Light shows are given in
the dark with glow sticks, or LED
finger lights. The deliverer uses
a mix of colored lights to make
waves and patterns in the dark-
ness in front of a recipient. Al-
though some associate this with
drugs, the artist can choose to use
these lights as a way to perform.

Crispin says he inspires
his recipient’s imagination. One
way he can describe it as “tak-
ing them to another world.” As
with any other form of sport,
light show artists hold competi-
tions and practice to get better.

Team Vivid is the group
in which “Big Crispin” per-
forms. The leader of the team,
“Yoshi,” has gained fame
with others on the rave scene.

Their website, WWW. Vivid-

plur.com, has all the information
on their team and the things they
do. Crispin looks up to Yoshi as an
inspiration for what he can achieve
with enough creativity and skill.

Crispin feels a sense of ac-
complishment in being a well-
known light artist in Pico Rivera.

His work can be viewed on www.
voutube.com/kittieplur.

The videos show complex
patterns being made by both
Crispin, and other members of]
his team. It is evident that creativ-
ity is key to having a great light
show, as well as timing. The mu-
sic adds another element to the
performance. The music is the
glue that holds the show together.
There is a rythm to the move-
ment in the lights, which comple-
ments the beat. The sight is truly
mind-blowing to the recipient.

From canvases to the dark
night, art has taken color to a
new world with the light show
artist. Crispin plans to keep
practicing and learning new
ways in which to turn simple

L.E.D. lights into an art tool.
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The “O” You Don’t Know

By JoSELYN GONZALEZ
EL RobpEO STAFF WRITER

An ordinary teacher
here at El Rancho has lunch
with other teachers, grades
tons of papers, or might even
‘Tweet’ on his/her phone.

Mr. Orihuela, also known
as Mr.O, is a chemistry teacher
who instead of being inside his
chemistryclassroom/lab,main-
tains an active life. Orihuela
turns 40 minutes of lunch into
a 40-minute active workout.

“During my lunch I
play soccer and basketball,
on alternate days, along
with Mr. Francisco, Elliot,
Rojo, McMullen, Wright
and Brandt,” Orihuela said.

Mr.  Orihuela’s  prep
period means  “Running
Time”. He runs around the
track for about 20 minutes.

“l run because it re-
duces my stress and it helps
me keep a clear mind for my
students,” he said. Orihuela’s
exercising routine started back
in the school year of 2006.

“One day my lessons did
not go how I expected, so I
went for a run to clear my mind.
After a few days Mr. Romero
invited me to play soccer with
a group of teachers,” Mr. Ori-
huela said. Up to this day they
still play soccer during lunch.

Maintaining fit and ac-
tive outside of Mr. Orihuela’s
classroom gives him a different
perspective from his students.

- h

“Other than getting fit
outside of my classroom, it
gives me an outlook to the

students’ different situations.
I can also relate to them by
seeing them in P.E class or

during lunch and relating
with them other than in my
classroom,” Orihuela said.

El Rancho’s Ivy League Students

By ALyssa MENDOZA
EL RoDEO STAFF WRITER

When one thinks of any Ivy
League school such as Brown,
Yale, Columbia, Harvardetc.,heor
she thinks of the immense size and
prestige of the school itself. One
may start doubting his or herself
when they have the mere thought
of applying to such schools.

Getting an education at a
four-year university or any other
typeofcollegeisbeneficialtomany.

One gains the opportu-
nity to meet new people, have
new adventures, and most im-
portantly, you begin to cre-
ate your own path in life.

More and more students
are finding the excitement of at-
tending a four-year university.
Plenty of students have been ac-
cepted into schools many have
only dreamed of attending.

Amy Micheo, Tate Harsh-
barger, Walter Quintanilla, An-
geli Vicente, Michelle Luna,
Mayra Gradilla, and Jacob Bar-
rera are some of the few who
have been accepted into these
prestigious  schools.  Students
now are taking a risk in ap-
plying to big name schools.

Tate Harshbarger has been
accepted into many schools. “I
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got into schools like UCLA,
UC Berkley, but I am planning
on attending Yale.” said Harsh-

barger, “I just applied [to Yale]
not really thinking I was going
to get in and when I found out,

I was really excited, it was very
unreal for a couple of days.”

Another Yale acceptee is
Amy Micheo. “I was stoked!”
Said Micheo when she found out
she had been accepted into the
university, “I ran out of my room
screaming when I got the letter.”

Education is a very im-
portant key to success in life,
although continuing an educa-
tion isn’t for everyone. Some stu-
dents are raised around the fact
that they “MUST” go to college
and that they “MUST” get some
sort of degree to be successful.

But what about those
students who don’t have
an educational future?

“Attending a university

isn’t for everyone because if ev-
eryone gets a degree then my
degree wouldn’t really matter
so it would kind of be like infla-
tion,” joked Walter Quintanilla,
“it’s like the more money in the
economy the less value it has.”

Michelle Luna, who was ac-
cepted into Norte Dame Universi-
ty, expressed her view on college,
“Choose a university based on
your interest and definitely visit.

If you don’t see your-
self there, don’t go. It’s not
about the name of the school,
its about how you feel.”

Tackling
the L.A.

By ABEL MARTINEZ

EL RopEO STAFF WRITER

On March 21%, the 2010 LA
Marathon was held. The trek be-
gan at Dodger Stadium and ended
at the Santa Monica beach. Con-
testants of all ages participated,
and thousands lined the trail to
witness this most amazing event,
which occurs once every year.

Making her debut in the
marathon this year was sopho-
more  Kimberly Hernandez,
who, as a true first-timer, com-
pleted the race in a little over
7 hours. “It was scary,” says
Kimberly. “I was really nervous
that I wasn’t going to finish.”

In the early stages of the
race, Kimberly encountered
some rather eccentric things.
“During the race, there were
people dressed up as Elvis and
others were dressed up in vari-
ous costumes. There was even a
man in crutches doing it. A thing
that really shocked me was see-
ing a 7-year-old boy running.”

The sport of running is not
anything new for Kimberly. “I’ve
been running since 3™ grade, and
I’ve always wanted to run the LA
Marathon. What made me want to
run it even more was that it was a
new course.” Also no stranger to
running is Kimberly’s aunt, who
joined the race with her. “She’s
been running since she was in
high school,” says Kimberly.

The marathon covered over
26 miles and the physicality of
the race eventually took its toll
on young Kimberly. “By mile
13 or 14, my knee completely
gave out on me and I had to put
a patch on it. My feet were throb-
bing and it was just the worse
pain ever.” Despite all of this,
Kimberly continued to persevere.

“I wanted to stop, but what
pushed me was to be able to say
that I finished the LA Marathon.
And since [ was the youngest one
in my family to do it, [ wanted to
prove to myself that I could do it.”

One would think that af-
ter experiencing the marathon’s
physical toll firsthand that Kim-
berly would not want to take part
in it again. Well, that is not the
case at all for she is ready to train
for the next one. “This year, it
was more about just finishing the
race. Next year, it’s going to be
about getting a much better time.’
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This Year’s ASB Results Are:

Chief Justice

Gabrielle Penarando

ASB President
Nash Rivas

ASB Vice President

Nereyda Garcia

Secretary
Alyssa Nunez

Pep Commisioner
Amanda Roblero

Activities Commisioner
Edward Acuna

Victoria Herrera

Top: Academic Affairs Commision
Alyssa Salazar
Assemblies Commisioner
Alexa Romero
Bottom: Publicity Commisioner

Athletic Commisioner

Eric Rivera Boys

Girls Athletic
Commisioner

Karol Pereira

Jesus Rivera’s
Art Displayed
in Washington

By ARACELI CABRAL
AND GUILLIANA BrAVO

Chalk drawing competi-
tions, drug free posters, and
competing in art contests.
Senior, Jesus Rivera, contin-
ues being a fierce competi-
tor, recently placing first in
the Congressional Art contest.

On Saturday April 24,
the 38" annual district Con-
gressional Art Contest, held in
Fox Theater in Pomona, recog-
nized Rivera and his art piece,
“Dreams of War.” Rivera de-
cided to draw the piece after
an inspirational picture he saw
of the Vietnam and Iraq War.

His advanced art teach-
er, Mr. De La Loza, said, “
I’'m very proud especially
because he’s not only highly
talented but he is also an out-
standing student and a great
role model for his peers.”

Rivera will be honored
and have a paid trip to Wash-
ington D.C. including to extra
tickets, for his mom and sister.
His stencil art will be displayed

in the U.S. for an entire year.

“Im excited because
it’s the first time I’'m going
to D.C. and is my first huge
recognition,” says Rivera.

He is thrilled to go to Wash-
ington D.C. in June and have
his art viewed by thousands.

“In addition to being
very talented and intelligent,

3 N

he’s also an outstanding in-
dividual who takes time to
help his friends,” said Mr. De
La Loza. “If Jesus decides to
continue studying art, 1 see

him becoming very success-
ful. However, I also think that
regardless of any career he
takes, he shouldn’t have any
problems,” De La Loza added.
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Building B

By Naomr ORTEGA
EL RopEO STAFF WRITER

Various fields, new equip-
ment, and different leagues-the
girl’s on El Rancho’s varsity soft-
ball team have been through it all
while staying together as a team.

Varsity softball is filled
with girls who have been play-
ing together since they were
batting in the little leagues.

The first group of girls
who have been teammates for
the past ten years are juniors
Monica Flores, Stefani Gonzales,
Samantha Zamorano, and Katie
Caraballo, sophomores Kather-
ine Flores and Samantha Alvarez,
and freshmen Brianna Ramos.

The girls first began
playing in the Bobby Sox
League at Rio Vista Park.

“Being a freshman I didn’t
know most of the people so com-
ing here and seeing all the famil-
iar faces was nice,” said Ramos.

Coming to practice isn’t
something the girls dread, hav-
ing teammates they have al-
ready become comfortable with
gives their practice a “homey”
feel to it. “We’re really comfort-
able together as a team, we’re
like sisters,” said Zamorano.

The bond these girls
have created has been ben-
eficial to them on the field.

“We have been play-
ing for so long I know if I

Commg Soon

ks

SPORTS

onds Through Bases and Bats

Varsity softball team poses together before a game. They have been playing together most of their lives.

mess up they’ll pick me up.
They know my strengths and
weaknesses,” said Gonzales.

According to the girls
criticism is much easier to take
when it is coming from some-
one who you know is only say-
ing it in your best interest.

Like sisters, these varsity
teammates can also get to a few
brawls. The girls all unanimously

agreed that a frequent “fire starter”
in the team is attitude. They also
quoted Coach Floresin saying they
do not like “Debbie Downers.”

“Even though we fight
and we get angry, we manage
to patch it up, pat each other on
the back, and say its okay by
the end of the day,” said Flores

A family bond has also been
built between seniors Karla Perei-

ra and Ashley Olivas. “I came to
know Ashley better which makes
things so much more fun,” said
Pereira. The duo has been playing
together in recreational and travel
ballsincetheywereeightyearsold.

“Since they have such
a history, the commoradory
they have is incredible; they
are very helpful with  each
other,” said Coach Flores.

Pedregon Tackles
Academics and Sports

By DANIELA AGUILAR
EL RobEO STAFF WRITER

A fish out of water, Kim-
berly Pedregon plays volleyball,
waterpolo, and swims. Pedregon
also maintains a high GPA. Not
only does she do well in school,
but outside of school she plays
volleyball for a club and is go-
ing to be partaking in practice
for the Junior Olympics for
waterpolo during the summer.

Pedregon swims in the 200
relay race for the varsity team and
is pushing herselfto make itto CIF.

She hopes to end the swim
season on a good note and is
looking forward to summer,
playing volleyball, and prac-
tice for the Junior Olympics.

Pedregon said, “I can’t
wait for this year’s J.O. [Ju-
nior Olympics]. I’'m excited
about a new team and meet-
ing new people to work with.”

KRIKORIAN

8540 WHITTIER BOULEVARD

THEATRES

PICO RIVERA, CA 90660

Student Price™*; $8.50

*with valid photo ID

www.kptmovies.com

For movies & showtimes call (562) 205-FILM (3456)

He came, He sow, They congquered.

Opens April 30™
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PrisciLLA AMAVIZCA
EL RobpEO STAFF WRITER

Could you ever imagine
your brainy math teacher go-
ing to their prom with
the most popular
student at school?

Or your so-
phisticated English
teacher being the
student who wore
the silliest dresses

PROM PREVIEW
Teachers Reminisce about Nights to Remember

Teachers have
their own memories of
their  Night to Remember.

“It was a very amazing
night,” says science teacher Mrs.
Sandra Bauer, “very memorable.”

She arrived at her Prom in
ohannesburg, South Africa just
in time, because her date got
‘lost on his way to pick her up.

Mr. Cecilio Alonso also
had his share of memories.
“It was one of the few
\formals 1 attended in High
School,” he says.

ther, Mr. Alonso spent $300 on
his tuxedo, his ticket, and Prom
pictures. He spent his Prom af-
ternoon at the Los Angeles
Trade Cen-
ter’s Bon
Adventure
in Down-
town LA.

“Go!

i Make

- sure [you]
g0,” advises
Mr. Alon-

so, “I would encourage ev-
eryone to go [to Prom].”

Mrs. Bauer spent one
thousand dollars on her dress,
but what about going to Prom
four times and not spend-
ing a dime over $200?

Biology teacher,
Mrs. Yami Flores-Orihue-
la, went to four Proms,
which she spent at the'™

second
she can’t
re-
mem-
ber,
she
was

crowned Prom Queen at her
third Prom, and her last prom
was after high school to crown
the

following Prom Queen.
Her most memora-
le and proud moment
was being crowned
Prom Queen in
her senior year.
Each teacher
enjoyed his or her
prom and wishes
each student on
to have
experi-
and to

“For prom my boyfriend
put a big cute sign and balloons
n the trunk of my car, and when I
ppened my trunk, balloons came
p flying and the sign popped up
that said “Prom?” It was so cute!”
-Sarahi Vasquez, Senior

“My friends and 1 were
talking during lunch about prom.
My friend asked who I was go-
ing with and I said I wasn’t sure.
He asked but I thought he was
just joking around. Later I texted
him and asked him if he wanted
to go, he said yes the next day.”
—Joana Gomez, Senior

“My friend and I went to
Rubios for taco Tuesday. He had
mentioned prom, then called me
later that night to ask me if | would
be his prom date. It was really cute
because he sounded nervous.”
—Michelle Flores, Senior

“I was in Chef’s class after
lunch and all my friends told me
to go outside because one of my
friends was mad at me. When I
went back, my girlfriend was in
my seat with a brownie cake that
said “Prom” and I told her yes.”
-Iran Guido, Senior

“I wanted to surprise myj
prom date so before school I went
to her first period class and made
a heart shape with rose pedals. I
had also made a sign on the wall for
her and put a teddy bear next to it.”]
-Adrian Sanchez, Senior




