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Decathlon Takes First Place at Scrimmage

By BriaANNA MORALES
EL RobpEO STAFF WRITER

Host school, El Rancho,
recently took first place along
with 38 awards in an Academic
Decathlon scrimmage, which
was held on Saturday, November
14, Other schools in attendance

Decathletes, with 38 awards, take first place at a scrimmage hosted at El Rancho.

included: Los Altos, Jordan, Bur-
bank, Bell Gardens, and Wilson.

The decathletes managed to
attain the majority of awards in
categories such as Economics and
Super Quiz. In order to so, the de-
cathletes have studying profusely.

“In addition to the class,
they meet three days a week for

zero period and study after school.
They even come in on Saturday
and Sunday to prepare for the
event,” said coach, Ms. Oase.

Despite their victorious per-
formance at the scrimmage, the
decathletes still feel as if they need
to improve their scores in order to
prevail againsttop ranked schools.

“I think we did well, but I
think we could do so much bet-
ter. Our team is filled with so
much talent, so I know it can be
molded into something way bet-
ter,” said captain, Amy Micheo.

The decathletes have seen
the competition as a way of know-
ing what they need to focus on.

“From our scores, I think
we did well, but it just shows
where we’re at. So, from now un-
til competition, it [is] cram time;
we’re just going to put in as much
as we can to memorize thou-
sands of pages of material,” said
decathlete, Walter Quintanilla.

Additionally, the  de-
cathletes have their sights set
on improvement in order to
beat their top competitors.

“We know what we need
to improve on. Even though we
did well in comparison to the
schools that actually came to the
scrimmage, in comparison to the
top schools, we need to do bet-
ter,” said captain, Angeli Vicente.

Ultimately, the de-
cathletes want to advance to
state by ranking amongst the
top schools in LA County.

Reenacting the Election of 1800:

The Federalists and Democratic Republicans of Mr. Diaz’ AP US History
Fight for Classroom Votes

By JuaN OLIVARES
EL RopEO STAFF WRITER

Last week, Mr. Diaz’ AP
U.S. History classes involved
themselves in a competitive re-
enactment of the Election of
1800. Each class had two stu-
dents representing either John
Adams or Thomas Jefferson.

The candidates from sec-
ond period were: Juan Lopez,
representing Thomas Jefferson,
and Juan Olivares, representing
John Adams. From forth period,
the candidates were: Ricardo
Lopez, representing Thomas
Jefferson, and Patrick Ruba-
calva, representing John Adams.

Both classes had to meet
the challenge of coming up with
different slogans, posters, and
flyers for their campaigns. The
two groups from each class also
had to visit different classrooms
and present their president’s ideas
for the country and attempt to per-
suade the teacher to vote for them.

Last Wednesday and Thurs-
day, both parties had to present
their campaigns and they had
to try and win the votes of their
classmates. Each party had their
own rally, and they were filled
with excitement and enthusiasm.

Junior, Melissa Rodriguez
said, “I liked the simulation be-
cause it was a different and fun
way to learn about history.”

Other students believe
preparing for this election

was a creative and interest-
ing way to learn about history.

Junior, Alexis Ramirez
says, “I believe it was a good ex-
perience because it got the class
involved into what we were learn-
ing about and some of the people
got really into their character.”
Other juniors, such as Gabriel
Rodriguez, agree that the “people
were so into the election that it felt
as if they were the actual person.”

Thomas Jefferson and John Adams fight for the vote of a classmate.

The results for the elections
were different for each class and
many students were shocked at
the results. In second period, the
campaign for Thomas Jefferson
won by a landslide and in forth
period, the campaign for John Ad-
ams won by a landslide as well.

Junior, Brandon Gonzalez
said, “The fun part of the election
was most definitely when I had to
tryandconvincestudentstosupport
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the

Democratic-Republicans.”
Much competition was
in the air when each side was
presetning their campaigns to
the teachers and to their class-
mates to try and get their vote.

It is fascinating to see
that teenagers in our mod-
ern era are capable of doing
these sorts of things and actu-
ally have a discussion about how
campaigns worked back then.

‘Dons Collect
Cans for
Charity

By JoSELYN GONZALEZ
EL RopEO STAFF WRITER

This
food  drive
ed for an

canned|
extend-
extra  week.

This year’s first peri-
od winner is Mrs. Quereshi’s
class with a total of 564.53 lbs.

“It was not about winning]
it was just about helping the com-|
munity and getting enough cans
for the needy,” Querishi said.

Winning was not her
ooal; instead, it was setting
an example of generosity.

Despite her good inten-
tions, Quershi found it difficult
to motivate students to get in-
volved in the canned food drive.

“It was hard to motivate]
students [this year] from last year,)
because of the economic crisis we
are in, some students might be in|
need of cans too,” Querishi said.

year’s
was

Vania Amezcua, sopho-
more, brought a total of 45
cans in Mrs. Quershi class.

“I got all of these cans|
from my kitchen cabinet. I really|
wanted to help the needy, and ]
had extra cans that would ben-
efit other people,” Amezcua said.

“It feels good helping oth-|
ers because in the long run it will
pay off,” Amezcua said. She also|
said, “ Mrs. Querishi inspired us
by telling us to put ourselves in
the same situation as the needy.”

Cheyenne Madrid, sopho-
more, also contributed by bringing
in cans for Mrs. Querishi’s class.

“Ibroughtcans withthehelp|
of my grandmotherand I feel great
[knowing I helped,” Madrid said.

“What inspired me to con-|
tributewasknowingsomechildren|
are in need of food,” Madrid said.

Querishi said, “I hope]
next year we will get more
cans than this year, hope-
fully doubling the amount.”

The class competition re-|
sults are 1 place: Sophomores
with 2154.23 lbs, 2™ place: Se-
niors with 1661.55 Ibs, 3™ place:
Juniors with 883.48 and 4%
place: Freshmen with 654.35 Ibs.
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By ARrRACELI CABRAL
EL RoDpEO STAFF WRITER

The Social Justice Club
will be participating in the an-
nual Navidad en Baja, from No-
vember to December 1. Navi-
dad En Baja began 14 years
ago to help children in need
and children living in poverty.

The Social Justice Club will
be distributing boxes to students
and teachers to help with the event.

The donations will be avail-
able for children ages twelve
and under. Students should par-
ticipate because they “have the
opportunity to help others in
need,” says Social Justice Club
vice president, Zyanya Cazares.

The boxes are to be
filled with toys or any neces-
sary supplies that would come
to good use for the children.
“Many kids don’t have the sup-
plies that we take for granted
everyday,” says Social Justice
Club president, Nery Alcivar.

“I feel like sometimes we
are very ungrateful for the stuff
we have,” said Alcivar. “That’s
why [Social Justice wants]
to participate in this event.”

Although the program is ti-
tled “Navidad En Baja,” the orga-
nization changed due to problems
in delivering the donations. Orig-
inally the donations went across
the border, but complication of

NEWS
Social Justice Helps Needy Children in Baja
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Nary and Zyanya, members of the Social Justice club prepare to send various gifis to Baja.

inspection issues led the program
to change its regular routine.

Now, the boxes are donated
to any child in need. The donations
are sent to California farm-work-
ing children, children with hear-
ing impaired, and selected foster
children. Part of the donations
also goes to children in hospitals
with infirmity or severe injuries.

In past years, volun-

teers have delivered 15,000
boxes to children and infants.
This year the goal is to gather
2,000 boxes within the area.

Other volunteers for Navi-
dad En Baja, apart from El Rancho
High School, are: East Los Ange-
les College, Rio Hondo College,
and Pico Rivera senior citizens.

El Rancho is mainly dis-
tributing boxes to Honors and

AP classes, Social Justice Club,
Key Club, ASB, and any other
student willing to participate.

Since Navidad En Baja is
similar to the Toy Drive, Social
Justice Club is combining the
two events because they are both
meant to help children in need.

“I think this event is very
organized and [a] giving cause,”
says Alcivar. “Many El Rancho

students show that they are actual-
ly concerned about poverty. That
is definitely something we should
be proud of about our school.”

“You can help spread
the joy by donating a toy to
room A-208,” says Cazares,
Social Justice vice president.

Any student who wants to
participate in the event is welcome
to receive a box in the front office.

MANUEL ALVAREZ
EL RopEo STAFF WRITER

Arizona Iced Tea, Mon-
ster Energy Drinks, Rockstar
Energy Drinks, and Redbull
Energy Drinks—they sound
great right? At worst, they will
only put a hole in your pocket
book and maybe in your teeth.

But consider their alter-
nates, Jungle Joose, Dragon
Joose, and Four Loko. Along
with putting a hole in your wallet
and possibly in your teeth, these
are alcoholic beverages dis-
guised as popular, well-known
tea and energy drinks and they
can get you in a lot of trouble.

“Four Loko” contains 10%
alcoholand“Joose” contains9.9%
alcohol; they are alcoholic drinks
that should not be sold to any-
one under the age of twenty-one.

Some students happen to be
attracted to these drinks because

Alcoholic Beverages:
Dangerous Drinks in Disguise

A SNORED MALT BEygp, A

they don’t taste much like alco-
hol, and they have various flavors.

Since these drinks have
a higher percentage of alcohol,
it is easier to get drunk faster.

If students are caught with
these drinks they will be auto-
matically suspended, put on a
behavior contract, required to
attend drug classes, and obliged
to complete community service.

If the problem persists,
said students would be sent
to court. Getting caught more
than once leads to an auto-
matic expulsion for the student.

I believe it is right to
punish students who are break-
ing the rules. Since students
are on school grounds, they
should follow school’s rules.

Mr. Genis, along with all
teachers and staff, would like to
remind students that if they are to
be caught with a Four Loco drink
they will suffer the consequences.

Ms.

Oe and Stﬁdents Send

Care Packages to Iraq

By ErikA MORALES
EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

Ms.Oase is sending care
packages to soldiers in Iraq after
being inspired by a friend who
is currently stationed there. She
has asked her class to take part
in this opportunity so they can
“live a part of history,” says Oase.

She says that one day
her friend called her, ask-
ing to look over his wife. “He
sounded a little down,” she said.

This was the spark that
encouraged her to put together
care packages for the troops.

The boxes will get to the

soldiers by Thanksgiving. They
will each have small luxuries such
as board games, granola bars, tis-
sues, chap sticks, and other small
gifts from Ms.Oase’s students.

Along with the pack-
age, each soldier will receive a
letter from his or her student.

Later, the soldiers and
students will be able to con-
nect through Skype, which will
let them visually meet whom
they have written their letter to.

This will let the sol-
diers express their gratitude
to the students, and also al-
low the student to express
their feelings about the project.

“All of the kids were excit-
ed about the project,” says Oase.
“I asked them to send things that
make them happy,” that is how
the students chose what they
wanted to include in their box.

Sophomore, Ernesto Padil-
la, was thrilled about sending out
his care package for this holiday
season. He “thought it was amaz-
ing to give back.” He, personally
sent Mad Magazines to keep the
recipient of his package enter-
tained. “I would feel touched.”

Oase said this is a very
valuable lesson for students, and
she hopes to do it again next year.
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OPINION

Segal Questions Merit Pay, Obama Responds

Dear Mr. President,

Re: teacher rewards for
student achievement

One of your promises
when running for office was
that teachers would no lon-
ger be compelled to ‘teach
to the test’; as a high school
English teacher teaching at
an at-risk school in Pico Ri-
vera, California, this was one
of the reasons I voted for you.

As educators, we are
receiving conflicting impera-
tives: on the one hand we learn
that our students have several
different learning ‘types’
not only that, but it is widely
celebrated that teachers have
numerous different learning
‘styles’- on the other hand,
we are encouraged, nay told
to teach adhering strictly to
the standards and to ensure
that our students’ results ex-
hibit significant statistical im-
provement from year to year.

There are so many
problems attached to reward-
ing teachers according to
the results of their students:

1. Teachers will be even
more prone to teach to the
test, as it will now involve not
only student results, but teach-

e

E

ers’ remuneration and even
guarantee of employment.

2. Putting this kind of
strain on teachers will affect
their momentum in giving
meaningful instruction within
an environment which offers
a low effective filter (relaxed
learning environment for op-
timal learning conditions).

3. How on earth can one
measure the impact of previ-
ous teachers on a child, in his
or her present performance?

4. Why should teachers
be blamed for low-achieving
students? In other words,
why should one teacher not
be recognized for his/her ef-
forts, when another teacher,
who is teaching the cream of
the student academic popula-
tion is being lauded and re-
ceiving extra remuneration.

5. Teachers are meant to
work as teams for the good
of the learners. It is already
happening that there is com-
petition among teachers, with
professional jealousy and hor-
rible back-stabbing behav-
ior. Where will this take the
learning process? This will
guarantee a deviation from
the true goals of education.

In my opinion, the prob-
lem might lie more with teach-

er training: if the colleges are

graduating teachers of sub- :
stance, the schools, their ad- :
ministrators, and the country :
as a whole should value these
people and trust that they are :
able to perform their profes- :
sional obligations with con-g
fidence, innovation, and peer :
respect, rather than dangling :
carrots which will place the fo-
cus on the carrots and not the :
learning PROCESS. The learn- :
er is a whole person and a test, :
(moreover, a multiple choice
test), is not a true evaluation :
of what that learner is about. :

It is vital to raise every :
child to his/her optimum po- :
tential — however, students :
are not all bound to become :
college professors, and real- :
istically becoming a welder§

or theater assistant at a hos-

terms of academic statistics.

ithas a very definite down side.

Sincerely and with warm
regards,

Nadine Segal
El Rancho High School
Pico Rivera, CA

Dear Friend:

Thank you for writing. I have heard from many
teachers struggling with limited school resources, par-
ents showing concern about their children’s education-
al opportunities, and students seeking a quality educa-
tion for a brighter future. 1 appreciate your perspective.

My Administration is addressing the serious challeng-
es our Nation faces. Some say we are moving forward on
too many issues too quickly. Given our unprecedented cir-
cumstances, swift, deliberate action is needed. I am com-
mitted to taking immediate steps that generate job creation
and economic recovery, and [ am determined to make invest-
ments that lay a new foundation for real and lasting progress.

To build this new foundation, I have called for health care
reform-this year-that reduces costs, protects health care choices,
and assures quality, affordable care for all Americans. I am com-
mitted to building a clean energy economy that creates millions
of jobs, helps to achieve energy independence, and reduces pol-
lution as we tackle the effects of global warming. To prepare our
children to thrive in the global economy, we must guarantee every
child a complete and competitive education. We need to secure
our homeland against threats by preventing terrorist attacks while

: planning for and responding soundly to emergencies. We also
pital rather than a drop-out :
cannot really be measured in :

have an obligation to rein in our budget deficit by cutting wasteful
spending and ineffective programs. We can do all this, and change

the way business is done in Washington, by building the most
Competition is a good :
thing up to a point: in education :

open, transparent, and accountable government in our history.
Ultimately, the only way to solve the problems of

our time is to involve all Americans in shaping the poli-
. cies that affect our lives. Thank you again for writing. I en-
: courage you to explore www.WhiteHouse.gov, which is
regularly updated and more interactive than ever before.

Sincerely,

i Barack Obama

KRIKORIAN

8540 WHITTIER BOULEVARD

Student Price™: $8.25

www.kptmovies.com

For movies & showtimes call

(562) 205-FILM (3456)

PICO RIVERA, CA 90660

*with valid photo ID

; IKRIIKORIAN
7" DREMIERE THENTHES

This Coupon is Valid For 1 (One)

85 oz. Popcorn

Expires December 31, 2009
Redeemable only at the Krikorian Pico Rivera location
No Cash Value or Change Given

Opens November 20™

Opens November 20™

Opens November 25™ Opens December 11"
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Students Serve Up a Tasty Treat at Jimmies

By Naomi ORTEGA
EL RobpEO STAFF WRITER

Recently, some of El Ran-
cho’s student bands were given
the opportunity to show off their
talent at Jimmie’s Restaurant. Mr.
Parra, whois also the advisor of the
song writing club for the LEARN
program, organized this event,
which took place on November 7.

“l wanted to find a ven-
ue where the students who are
in the club could perform,”
said Parra.

When Parra posed the
question whether or not they
would be interested in play-
ing, the song writing club
members  eagerly  expressed
their interest leading to a night
filled with great entertainment.

The fun filled night at Jim-
mies included performances
by Iron Haze, Suffer the Irony,
Arsnik, Sweet Nothing, and
Failure by Design. Solo artists
who took the stage are Daniela
Aguilar, Brandy Ortiz, Kevin
Rivera, and a collaboration
of Emma Leal and Mr. Parra.

The performers lit up the
stage from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. and
keptaloud and vivacious audience
entertained all through the night.

Junior Emma Leal , accompanied by Mr. Parra, sings in the spotlight at Jimmie s family restaurant.

“I thought that the bands
were great; they went on stage
and played their heart out,” Bruce
Loza, senior and member of Ars-
nik, continued to say, “I think it’s
a good idea because it’s a great

opportunity for the bands to get
noticed and do what they do best”

Some of the members of
Suffer the Irony, however, be-
lieved that the other bands were
not as “brutal” as them, perhaps

these boys are looking for a chal-
lenge, if interested Mr. Parra is
looking toward organizing an-
other event at Jimmies in Feb-
ruary giving new bands an op-
portunity to get some exposure.

Simply Irresistible:
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King Taco Loving Brian Reyes!

By BRIANNA MORALES
EL RopEO STAFF WRITER

Hey, ladies! Are you look-
ing for smart, single guy with great
style and a love for King Taco?

If so, junior, Brian Reyes,
may just be the guy for you!

This smart guy knows
how to balance AP United
States History and AP Span-
ish Language with ease.

Along with his rigorous
classes, he also manages to stay
involved in school as seen through
his participation in the MEChA
club as well as the Leo’s club.

Along with being a smart
guy, Reyes is definitely a guy
with a future. “I plan to go to Cal
Poly Pomona and major in com-
puter engineering,” said Reyes.

Reyes is not all about
school, so do not worry; he still
knows how to have a good time.
“During the weekends, I like to

play X-Box,” said Reyes. Are you
a video game fanatic too? Well,
don’t get too excited. “I wouldn’t
let a girl play because she’ll
just interrupt,” added Reyes.
Do not let his video game
seriousness fool you. Reyes
knows how to treat a girl nicely.
“If T were to take a
girl out on a date, I would
wear some tight pants, some
boots, and a cowboy hat.
Then, I’d take her to King
Taco. I would buy her two tacos
and get myself four,” said Reyes.
“She and I would then go
for a long, romantic walk on the
beach as we finish our horchata
and talk about X-Box games.”
So, ladies, do long walks
on the beach accompanied with
serious conversations about video
games with some delicious hor-
chata sound like your ideal date?
Then, Brian Reyes is cer-
tainly the guy for you!

Richmond High School Events Remind
Students of the Dangers of Rape and Assault

By ALyssa MENDOZA
EL RobpEO STAFF WRITER

It’s a bright beautiful day
and it’s the day of your Homecom-
ing dance. You decide to go and
have fun. What could go wrong,
especially on school grounds?
Rape. The one thing you would
least expect at school dance.

After the Richmond High
incident, more and more par-
ents are left to wonder; Is the
school really safe? Can I trust
that my daughter will be OK if
I allow her to attend this dance?
It is completely understandable
why they would feel this way.

To know that a 15 year-old
girl was raped by 15 assailants,
witnessed by 20 bystanders, with-
in school grounds, where there
were ten chaperones and four
police officers is pretty daunting.

According to police, this
was a two-hour long gang rape by
the 15 assailants that had beaten
and robbed the semi-conscious
girl. No one did anything, until
18 year-old Margarita Vargas’s
brother-in-law said he overheard
a few guys bragging about the
attack, and Vargas immediately
called the police. Just imagine
this, what if Vargas didn’t call
the police? Do you think any-
one else would have called?

Honestly, there probably
wouldn’t be a soul who would
have, not even those who had
witnessed this atrocious event.
And that’s the thing today, teen-
agers have this “Code of Silence.”

All of us teenagers know

that if we see something bad
and we go off and tell a school
official or someone of author-
ity, we would be considered
a “rat.” That needs to end.

Students need to be
able to come forward and
speak the truth when it is truly
needed, as it was in this case.

This case is eerily simi-
lar to the rape that occurred in
Smith Park about five years ago.
Not one single person came for-
ward and said they knew some-
thing that could have been vital
to the case. We should be able
to differentiate times when we
need to be a “rat” and times
when it’s okay to just let it slide
and pretend nothing happened.

In the Richmond High
School rape case, only seven out
of the fifteen assailants have been
arrested, and they all vary from the
ages of fifteen and twenty-one. If
someone would have gone to the
police station and said, “Hey I saw
who did it,” it would pretty much
take the guess work out of finding
the assailants for the police offi-
cials and they could just have been
done with the disgusting incident.

2

Richmond High School, the site
of the scary events.
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By SArRAHI VASQUEZ
EL RopEO STAFF WRITER

Last Friday The El Ran-
cho Varsity Football Team lost

against Schurr High School
Spartans in the first round
CIF Play-Off Game 14-7.

During the first half, our
defense stopped Schurr in a tough
defensive stand at the goal line
to keep the score at 0-0. With
no time left on the clock right
before half time, Anthony Ayala
number 25, scored the first and
only touchdown for the Dons

At some point in the second
half the Spartans caught up put-
ting pressure on the Dons to score
before they lost the game. The
Spartans succeeded in breaking
our defensive tactics and broke
the tie during the fourth quarter.
The Dons fought to catch up, but
time ran out, ending in defeat.

Schurr Knocks Dons Out of Playoffs

STEPHANIE CHAGOLLA

Cross Country Team Competes in CIF

By Lypia Raya
EL RobpEO STAFF WRITER

On Saturday, the El Ran-
cho Cross Country team com-
peted in the CIF Southern Section
Preliminaries at Mount Sac. The
varsity boys, led by senior run-
ner Daniel Herrera and Del Rio
League MVP Juan Rodriguez,
a junior, ran in the first race of
the morning. Running in heat
one of race one of division one,
they faced very stiff competition
against some of the top ranked
teams in the state including Ma-
rina, El Toro, and the number one
ranked team in the state, Royal
High School from Simi Valley.

It was a fast and furious
race-one of the most competitive
ofthe day. Only three seconds sep-
arated fourth through ninth place.
Juan Rodriquez, improving upon
his Mt. Sac Invitational time just
three weeks earlier by 22 seconds,
ran a time of 15:23 and a second
place finish, ahead of all runners
from Royal, El Toro, and Marina-
a testament to his hard work and
the dedication of Coach Wynn.

Behind Rodriguez, The
next 10 runners, fighting in a
tight finish were all from Royal,
El Toro, Marina, and our own
Daniel Herrera. In the end Her-
rera finished in 8th place at 15:34
with a mere one second separat-

ing him from a Sth place finish.

In the end it wasn’t enough,
with Royal finishing in first place
with four runners finishing in
the Top Nine. Followed by Ma-
rina second, El Toro third, and
Long Beach Poly taking fourth
place. Unfortunately only the
top four teams advance to the
CIF Championships the follow-
ing Saturday, also at Mt. Sac.

On the individual side,
Juan Rodriquez advanced to the
CIF Southern Section Champi-
onships by virtue of finishing in
the top six for a non-qualifying
team. Unfortunately, Daniel Her-
rera will not be joining Rodri-
guez having finished in 8th place

a mere second away from a 5th
place finish and advancing- heart-
breaking finish for a great runner
who had an outstanding season.

Waterpolo Team
Loses in First
Round of Playoffs

PHoTO PROVIDED BY YEARBOOK

By JACKIE MONTEON
EL RopEO STAFF WRITER

El Rancho’s Boys’ Varsity
Waterpolo team has had a long
and rough season with an over-
all record of 10-15. The team
placed third in the league, be-
hind Whittier and La Serna, and
reached the first round of CIF.

The DWP (Dons waterpo-
lo) team and Palm Dessert High
School played on Tuesday, No-
vember 10, 2009; the Aztecs with
a score of 12-6 crushed the Dons.

“The season went good; it
started weak but ended strong.
A lot of young guys were step-
ping it up to varsity. The team
felt like it accomplished a lot,”
said Alex Benitez, junior and
varsity player. The Varsity team
has had a lot of underclassmen
move up to varsity; this year
there was only one junior on the
team and not a lot of seniors.

“We have to work hard-
er, never give up, and just be
ready for league and CIF,”
said Benitez. Mr. Pringle, head
coach of the varsity team, will
hope for the best next year.

DANIELA AGUILAR

Girls’ Volleyball Comes Up
Short in C.L.F. Playoffs

By DANIELA AGUILAR
EL RoDEO STAFF WRITER

The girls’ volleyball team
won the first round of the Cali-
fornia Interscholastic Federation
(CIF) games, but failed to advance
into the third round. Despite the
loss in the second round, “our ef-
forts paid off and we’re glad to be
here,” said coach Adelaida Picon.

In their first round of
CIF, El Rancho smashed Rio
Mesa High. Captain ,Alex-
sandra Ramos, junior, said,
“The team did a great job.”

Playing to their potential,

El Rancho defeated Rio Mesa in
all three games. Both Picon and
Ramos were proud of the girls.

Moving on to the second
round, the team was crushed by
their opponent, Cypress High.
The girls only won one of the
fours games. Captain Kazon-
dra Ramos, senior, said, “The
team did start strong, but in
the end, it just wasn’t enough.”
Ramos was disappointed.

Though the team lost, Pi-
con said the game was excit-
ing and was proud of the girls.
She said, “The loss hurts, but
overall, it was a great season.”

By JACKIE MONTEON
EL RopEO STAFF WRITER

The girls’tennis team season
was not the best. They obtained an
overall record of 4-6. The tennis
team made it to preliminaries, but
only the doubles team of seniors
Tania Lopez and Patty Espino-
sa made it to the league finals.

Preliminaries were hosted
by El Rancho High School be-
cause they have the most courts
out of all of the schools and the
courts are new and improved.

At league finals Lopez and
Espinosa placed fourth, right be-
hind Cal High in third, Whittier
in second, and La Serna in first.
For singles, El Rancho did not
do to well and did not have any
players play in the preliminaries.
It was the other school around
the area to come out successful;
Whittier placed third and sec-
ond and La Serna placed first.

“We’re disappointed
we didn’t get third in dou-
bles, but okay on how the sea-
son went,” said Lippstreu,
head coach of the tennis team.

For next season, the team
will train harder to try to get more
players into league and place
into the top three. Next season
the team hopes to have Abigail

Bermudez back for singles as
one of their key players, and as
for doubles they are not sure if
Alexis Delgado and Michelle
Hernandez will still be a pair.

“I think that we could’ve

practiced more strategies and we
have to be more patient,” said
Monique Fitchett. The team will
prepare themselves to place in the
top three positions for the dou-
bles and singles team next year.

JACKIE MONTEON
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“Horton Hears a Who!”
Jason Encinas 12" Grade

What was t
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“20127

Mrs. Cruz 12" Grade Counselor

“New Moon”
Mathew Flores 12 Grade

“The

Fourth Kind”

Ashley Wong 11" Grade

he last movie you payed to see¢

“Shrek

the Third”

Andrew Perez-10th Grade

Advice: “Ask and You Shall Receive...”

By PrisciLLA AMAVIZCA
& AMANDA HERNANDEZ
EL RoDEO STAFF WRITERS

“A good friend and I are hav-
ing problems, what do I do?
-Anonymous

You should meet the prob-
lems head-on. Talk to one other
and compromise, but do it in a
peaceful manner. Forgive each
other, even if you think you are
not at fault. If the problems con-
tinue and they cannot be resolved,
then it is better to pull out the

thorn than keep it from hurting
you. Real and good friends tell
each other when they are wrong or
when theyneedself-improvement.

“I have two boyfriends.
They both come to the same
school. Do you have any ad-
vice on how to keep them from
finding out about each other.”

-The Two Timin’ Cheeta

Having two boyfriends
at the same time causes tons of
problems, as you can see, because
you do not have two hearts to give

away. | recommend you break up
with one of your boyfriends, even
though it may not seem like a good
idea, because they will eventually
find out what is going on and there
will be trouble. But if you want
to continue, make sure nobody
else knows, because word will
get out and your reputation may
not be the same as was before.

“There’s a guy that con-
tinues to flirt with me and I
occasionally flirt back, but
he happens to have a girl-
friend. What should I do?”

Fiction: The Truly Thankful

By REBEccA GALLEGOS
EL RopEO STAFF WRITER

Every day I passed him on
my way to school. He was always
sitting in the same spot, read-
ing the newspaper. He looked so
lonely, and I guessed that no one
ever took the time out of his or
her day to speak with him. This
man was intriguing. I wanted
to know his story, understand
his life. I wanted to know how
this man ended up homeless.

Thanksgiving was in a
few days and I kept thinking
about that poor homeless man.
He would spend the holiday
alone, no doubt, and probably eat
whatever he could scrounge up.

I wanted to help out in
any way I could, so I decided to
start a collection. People were
apprehensive to help out a man
who they had unfairly judged
“lazy” and “a drug addict.” I did
not judge him this way. To me
I saw a man in need. A human
nonetheless who needed assis-
tance. I did not know his story; I
could not automatically assume
that this man was a bad person.

This was the last day of
school before the Thanksgiv-
ing Holiday and I hoped that
I could collect enough money
to help the homeless man out.
“Allison,” someone called.
I turned and saw

good friend  Alex.
“HeyAllison,acouple of my
friends and I asked around and we
collected two-hundred dollars!”

my

“That’s  great!  Thank
everyone for me will you?”

“Of course, well I've got to
get to class so I’ll see you later.”
“Bye,” 1 said,

thanks again.”
I was ecstatic that other
people were taking an inter-
est in this project. I was confi-
dent that we would be able to
raise enough money for a nice
meal, new clothes and maybe
even a few days in a motel.

Through out the day peo-
ple kept handing me money and
told me to wish the homeless
man a Happy Thanksgiving.

I went home that day
to find that we had fund-
raised four hundred dollars.

I decided to go shopping for
clothes for this man. He was fair-
ly thin, and looked like he was in
need of a new jacket. I bought him
a few shirts, a nice warm jacket,
and a pair of shoes. I also included
the latest issue of the newspaper.

The next morning I helped
my family make Thanksgiv-
ing dinner and set aside a
plate for the homeless man.

Once dinner was ready, |
packed all the clothes and the
food in a bag and went to find the
homeless man. He was in his usu-
al spot under a ratty, old blanket.

“Excuse me,” I called out.

He peaked out from
under his blanket curiously
and looked at the bag I held.

“Some students at my
school, myself included, raised
money to buy you new clothes

113

and

and a few days at the local motel.
I also made Thanksgiving dinner
and wanted to share it with you.”

The look on his face was
priceless. He had the hugest
smile that lit up his entire face.

‘T-thank you so much.
No one has ever done any-

thing like this for me.”
I handed him the basket.
“Enjoy,” I said and
turned to walk away.

“Wait,”he called out, “aren’t
you going to share this with me?”
“Sure,” I said and
down next to him.
We had an amazing con-
versation. I learned all about his
life and the misfortunate events
leading up to his current situ-
ation. He was never involved
with drugs or breaking the law.
He was just an ordinary man
caught in a string of bad luck.

The time passed quickly,
but I did not notice. When the
sun started to set, I knew that I
would have to head home soon.

I'said good-bye to the home-
less man and he kept thanking me
over and over. I walked toward
my house and he made his way
up to the local motel. As I walked
in the chilly evening air, I could
not help but smile to myself.

This was one of the best
Thanksgivings ever. Helping
someone else in need was much
more rewarding than staying
home and indulging myself. I was
glad I helped this man, for if I
had not, no one else would have.

sat

You should stop flirting
with him because he does have
a girlfriend and problems may
arise amongst all three of you.
The right thing to do would be
to tell him to stop flirting with
other girls and focus on his girl-
friend. I he continues, then just
ignore him completely. How-

ever, if you happen to like this
guy, you need to realize that he
already has somebody and it may
not work out between you two.

*If you have any ques-
tions, please send them to
the Activities office and
place them in the advice box.

Twitter-the Best Thing
Ever, Really?

By JuaN OLIVARES
EL RoDpEO STAFF WRITER

“Man I’'m soooooo busy,”
“I’m having an awesome time at
this club,” “It’s hump day. Only
two more days until the week-
end!!!"” “I have soooo many
emails to answer”, Hey everyone,
I have 90 followers!”, “Re-Tweet
ME! Dig my link!” “With my
boyfriend”, “Getting ready for the
dance and stressed out”, “I have
so much work to do that I do not
know when I am going to finish.”

Many people in our society
use websites such as MySpace,
Facebook, and Twitter to talk
about themselves and what they
are doing or how they are feeling.

Early one evening I was
readinga“tweet” onlineand itsaid,

JF-"u
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“So bored at my aunt’s house.”

I do not like that fact that
somepeoplemakeunnecessaryup-
dates online because I think, “Why
do I care what you are doing?”

It’s true, why do I have
to care about what someone
else is doing? It does not af-
fect me at all, and, honestly, I
find it quite annoying that many
people have updates that only
have to do with themselves.

I also think these updates
are annoying because some say,
“Sitting on my couch.” How
does that have any relevance
to anything? It does not, which
is why I am annoyed when I
see these on different websites.

Another example of a use-
less update is: “I am so happy
that I’'m with my boyfriend!”

I believe this is a com-
plete waste of time because
people are looking at them-
selves too much and they do not
even know what is wrong in the
world; let alone their own city.

Some people do not care
about child soldiers in Africa
or Asia and I bet if you were to
ask them what was happening in
Myanmar, then they would most
likely not have a clue because they
are too caught up in themselves to
care about anything in the world.

K STupDIios
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New Moon's New Vampires

JACKIE MONTEON
EL RobpEO STAFF WRITER

The Twilight Saga’s New
Moon, which came out last Friday
has all spectators and fans curious
of as to what to expect from the
sequel. The movie has new ac-
tors and a great new soundtrack.

The Quileutes, which are
the new pack of wolves, are:
Alex Meraz (Paul), Kiowa Gor-
don (Embry Call), and Chaske
Spencer (Sam Uley) who defend
their tribe against the vampires.

There are also new Volutri
which are the new kind of vam-
pires. The Volutri leaders are Mi-
chael Sheen who plays Aro, Jamie
Campbell-Bower who plays Cai-
us, Christopher Heyerdahl who
plays Marcus. Cameron Bright
plays Alec, alongside Dakota
Fanning who plays Alec’s twin
sister, Jane, while Noot Seear will
play a Volutri temptress, Heidi.
There will be more characters in
this film that will have a great
effect to the story. The love tri-
angle between Jacob, Bella, and
Edward will begin in this film.

Edward (Robert Pattin-
son) will leave Bella due to all
that occurred in the first movie,
Twilight and due to certain inci-
dents. Edward wants her to be
safe because he loves her, but
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the movie has a twist and this
just makes things worse. During
Edwards’s absence, Jacob (Tay-
lor Lautner) helps Bella (Kristen

Stewart) get back on her feet and
this sparks the love triangle be-
tween Jacob, Bella, and Edward.

Latina Fashionista

By EmmA LEAL
EL RobpEO STAFF WRITER

On behalf of the Gear Up/
Prep programs, El Rancho stu-
dents took a field trip to the
39 Annual Latina Fashioni-
sta conference in the California
Market Center in Downtown
L.A. on November 7, 2009.

“It was fun and I got to
know how the fashion indus-
try really works...and 1 got
free make-up samples!” ju-
nior, Vanessa Mota said. “The
conference helped me realize
that fashion can be anything,
well, depending on the style.”

In addition, Roseanna Gar-
cia, the founder of Latina Fash-
ionista, has been organizing con-
ferences where young female and
male students can come and edu-
cate themselves with the different
opportunities the fashion industry

EmMma LEAL

has to offer. The conference sup-
plied information from specific
colleges, educators, and people
who are on the verge of succeed-
ing in the industry. Also, there
were workshops held by educa-
tors that informed students how
they can receive a later education
in fashion. This conference also
introduced people who have been
trying to make it in the big fash-
ion industry, and gave students
a chance to ask personal ques-
tions regarding a designer’s life.

“The conference was very
educational,” junior, Ariel Her-
rera said. “Since I’'m kind of on
the girly side I feel this confer-
ence taught me things I would
have had learned eventually...and
I’'m glad I learned them earlier.”

If you want to know about
similar organizations or upcoming
field trips, stop by the Gear Up/
Prep office to find information.

2012 Leaves Viewers Unsatisfied

By MARrI DUENAS
EL RobpEO STAFF WRITER

Directed by Roland Em-
merich, and starring John Cu-
sack and Amanda Peet, 2012
was released in all movie the-
atres on Friday Novemberl3®,

The movie shows the natu-
ral disasters foretold by the an-
cient Mayan calendar. The story
begins in the year of 2009 where
a massive solar flare erupts on the
sun and jumps to 2012 when catas-
trophe begins to strike the nation.

The movie, being 2 hours
and 48 minutes long, leaves the
viewers exhausted after sitting
for so long until the end of it
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where things begin to “spice up.”
The director throws in long

stories of different individuals
in the film making the movie
quite boring at some points.

However, disastrous earth-
quakes, tsunamis, and solar
flares attacking the world made
the movie keep its foot on the
accelerator, leaving the view-
ers with little time to breathe.

Although the cast members
deserve recognition for adding
humanistic touch to this disas-
trous movie, it seems like the
tragic adventures Jackson Curtis
(John Cusack) and his family go
through happen repeatedly, just
in different parts of the world.

This film is high on amazing
special effects, however the cre-
ators went “over-the-top” attimes.

By PaLoMA BUENROSTRO
EL RopEO STAFF WRITER

Raditude, Wee-
zer’s seventh album dropped
this month and it is brilliant.

Weezer Lets it All Hang Out

The first track, “If You’re
Wondering If I Want You To (I
Want You To),” sets the tone
for the rest of the record, fun.
Weezer does what they do best;
make upbeat pop rock music.

The band even gets a little
experimental with the track “Can’t
Stop Partying” which not only
features rapper Lil Wayne, but
was also co-written by Hip-Hop
producer Jermaine Dupri. It has a
different sound but Weezer makes
it work-definitely one of the best
songs on the record. Although,
the band gets a little too experi-
mental with the song “Love is the
Answer.” It has some Indian sitar
and chanting and it just doesn’t
cut it. Pop Rock and Indian mu-
sic are not a good mix. I’'m all

about diversity but there’s a limit,

The album picks up again
with songs “Let it All Hang Out’
and “In the Mall” where Weezer
reminds us they can still shred
on the guitar and provide that
fun nerd rock we fell in love with|
when they first stepped onto the
scene. Weezer didn’t only start
the album off right but they end-
ed it just perfectly with one of
the only slow songs on Raditude
“I Don’t Want to Let You Go.

Get ready to have this al-
bum on repeat blasting in your
car because its one of the best
albums released in ’09. It’s an
album worth buying and it will
be the best $9.99-15.99 you
would have spent this month,

Disney’s A Christmas Carol,
Great Effects, Nothing New

By JamEs GAITHER, EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

Disney’s A Christmas Carol was re-envisioned by Academy
Award-winning filmmaker Robert Zemeckis. The classic Dickens tale
was adapted into a breath-taking 3D motion picture event. Upon open-
ing weekend the movie brought in just a little over $30,000,000 mil-
lion. The movie can be seen in 3D or in IMAX, which is quite amazing.

The film begins as Ebenezer Scrooge (Jim Carrey) spends the
Christmas holiday penny-pinching, and barking at his over-worked
clerk (Gary Oldman) and his cheery nephew (Colin Firth). When the
ghosts of Christmas Past, Present, and Future come to take him on an
eye-opening journey revealing truths, which Old Scrooge is hesitant
to face.He must open his heart to undo years of damage before it’s too
late for him, and he suffers the same fate as his old business partner.

The movie has stunning special affects and truly captivates
the audience, allowing them to think they are part of the movie.
Compared to Zemeckis’s Beowulf and Polar Express the charac-
ters in the movie seem to actually be alive and not expressionless.
However, even with all of the special effects the movie follows the
same plot as the original film so closely, you may think why Ze-

meckis would even have bothered to make a new one.

The mov-

ie’s ghosts are quite scary, and can quite frightening to some chil-
dren, so its not reccommended to take your little brother or sister.
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Dons are Thankful for....

EL RobpEO STAFF WRITER
CHRISTINA PEREZ

Elise

“¥ Contreras “I
|l am  thankful
for my fam-
ily for
always

Naomi:
“I am thankful
for my fam-
ily and friends
because they ~
are always
there to
support me
for through
I do”
Fresh- | 4%
men F |

Josh
Par- alta:  “I'm
thank- ful for
having friends that 1 can de-
pend on. Also I am thankful
for being healthy and having
the ability to wrestle.” Senior

m Daniel
= Flores: “I am

thankful for
my family,
friends,
and

l'.

Kajal
Kandora:
thank-

“T am

ing friends and family that
stand by me through all the
choices I make, no matter how
good or bad they have been.””

Taylor Torres: “I am ab-

o) lutely thankful
for my family,
es- pecially my

mom because

some
and I
can’t

imag-
ine life without her.” Sophomore

Gerry Goyenega: “I'm
thankful for all the
things I have in
my life, especial-
my family and |
friends.”

Tina
Castella-
“T am
thank-
ful for
my
ASB
fam-
ily.
Also
for
awesome
brother and
sister.” Junior

Thank ybu Ms. Eargle-Heist

The EI Rodeo staff wishes to extend its deep-
est thank yous to Ms. Eargle-Heist who kindly
donated copies of E/ Rodeo from 1961-1964.

Jim-
my Millan: “I
am thankful
for my father,
my brother,
my grandpar-
ents, and

=
R
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great friends because they have
always been there for me. I'm
also thankful for my sports, wres-
tling and water polo.” Junior

Gabby
Penaranda:
“I’'m thank-
ful for my
family be-
cause
they love
me un-
condi-
tionally.”
Junior

Adrian San- | chez:
“I’m thank- .
for my fam-
ily and friends
because
they make
me who I
am.”
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Sl Yo

REpst” |

Joey
Sanchez: “I am thankful for my
family, especially my broth-
er. I'm also thankful for ev-
erything else because it make
me who I am.” Freshmen

Angeli Viciente: “I am
thankful for my mother
and the % rest of my
family = and friends.
With- - out them
be- ing a part of
my life, I
would not
be the per-

son I am
today.”
Senior

&

Bailee Gonzales:
ful for my family
cause when I am

know to bright-
en up my day.”

erything I have in life.“
and I wouldn’t change it - \E,
for the world.” Freshmen

mom because

me to get

thankful for
the greatteach-
ers that are at
El Rancho. Fi-
nally for Chef
Luna’s food be-
cause it’s so de-

am  Suarez: “I
for my  am thank-

for my fami-

Gerardo
Cendejas:
“I’'m  thankful
for being
in honors
classes
be-
cause I
know
I will
succeed
in life
and go
to a good
universi-
ty.” Junior

Marlee
Rangel: “I am
thankful for
my sisters
because
even
though
we argue,
we  still
love each
other and
I  wouldn’t
replace them for the
world.” Sophomore

= e Nick Ro-
- { driguez: “I am
. thankful for my
best friend
James
Millan
¥ and for
my clos-
est friend
John.”
Sopho-
more

Nano

ful for
my edu-
cation,

and the
chicken
burg-

ers at

school.”

Sophmore

Lily Gama:
“l am thankful
for my family
friends, especial-
Allie and Chris-
tina who have
been
there
for
me. I am
also thankful
for having food
each and every
day.” Senior

and
ly




