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Dignitaries Honor Memory of Salcido at Dedicati

By BRIANNA MORALES
EL RopEO STAFF WRITER

Members of the board
of education, district office ad-
ministrators, El rancho high
school administration, and fam-
ily members of Raul Paul Sal-
cido gathered in the new gym
on Saturday, October 3% for the
official dedication ceremony.

The ceremony included
performances by El Rancho’s
band and color guard as well as
by the choraleers and pepsters.

“The time he [Raul P.
Salcido] dedicated to this com-
munity: over forty years as an
educator and thirty years on the
board of education... no one in
the history of the state has ever
done thirty years,” said Louis
Salcido, brother of Raul Salcido.

“He believed any child any-
where, especially ElRancho, hasto
be educated,” said Louis Salcido.

Besides being a teacher,
“He was a family man. His
family was the most important
thing to him,” added Salcido.

www.erusd.k12.ca.us/elrancho
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Salicidos gather at the new gym for a dedication ceremony in remembrance of Raul P. Salicido.

Upon seeing the gym
completed today, Salcido
would probably say, “Wow, fi-
nally!” said Mrs. Kathy Kael-
on, Raul Salcido’s daughter.

Salcido had his own philos-
ophy as to how the district was to
be run. He once, “Success in not
genetic. We’re not born with suc-
cess; success is based on opportu-

nities that you are given, and that’s
the responsibility of [a] school
district: to give opportunities to
our children. If people believe
in you, then you will succeed.”

Red Ribbon Week Events Warn Students
About Dangers of Drugs and Alcohol

Senior, Jesus Rivera won first place for drug free poster competition.

By CHRISTINA PEREZ
EL RobpEO STAFF WRITER

Every year, El Rancho rec-
ognizes a week long of Drug Free
activities. Known as Red Ribbon
week, thistime isused to show stu-
dents the effects alcohol and drugs

can have on a person.

Ms.  Frances
El Rancho’s Special Educa-
tion/ Drug Counselor, had a
booth placed in the middle of
the quad during lunch filled
with information about drugs.

The booth had pam-

Nguyen,

phlets, Tips for Teens, discuss-
ing topics such as club drugs,
methamphetamine, inhalants,
heroin, marijuana, and cocaine.

With the participation of
ASB, buildings and classrooms
were decorated in red to show they
were drug free. Inside of the guid-
ance office, red ribbons were hung
along the wall to show the impor-
tance of being drug free.

One club that helped Ms.
Nguyen during the week of events
was the Compadres. They were
able to practice their communi-
cation skills by quizzing students
about marijuana, the introduction
of red ribbon week, and mothers
against drunk driving, MADD.

Another organization that
was focused on during red rib-
bon week was MADD, Moth-
ers Against Drunk Driving.

Their aim is to “raise
public awareness of the seri-
ous nature of drunken driving
and to promote tough legislation
against crime,” says Ms. Nguyen.

By talking about per-
sonal  experiences, mothers
prove to students the fatal con-
sequences of drunk driving.

One of the Red Ribbon
Week days was dedicated to the
initiation of red ribbon week.
The quiz given out that day ex-
plained the sacrifices Enrique
Camarena, U.S. Drug Enforce-
ment Administration  Agent,
experienced by preventing the
entrance of drugs in America.

Since 1985, the last week of
October is dedicated to National
Red Ribbon Week for the violence
that occurs from the use of drugs.

Each day of this week holds
different activities for students to
get information. One way for
Ms. Nguyen to get kids’ atten-
tion is by handing out pledges
to students to symbolize their
commitment to being drug free.

“We had two hundred
eighty-threepledges andabouttwo
hundred fifty students who took
the quizzes,” says Ms. Nguyen,
“which was areally good turnout.”

Also, a contest was created
for students to make a drug free
poster for Red Ribbon Week. This
year’s winners were Jesus Rivera,
Kirsten Garcia, and Brandy Or-
tiz. Sweet sugary prizes as well
as healthy snacks were given to
students for completing quizzes.

At the end of the week,
names of the students who
pledged to be drug free were
enter in a raffle and were given
passes from Speed Zone for free
miniature golf or go-cart rides.

Deputy Alvarado from the
Los Angeles Sheriftf’s Depart-
ment donated the Speed Zone
passes. He also has a program,
STAR, that teaches students
about the effects of drug us-
age and alcohol consumption.

STAR, or Success through
Awareness and Resistance, allows
students to experience the feel-
ing of being under the influence.

“Every year, I try to en-
courage students to be involved
in school activities such as sports,
clubs,etc. ratherthanspendingtime
doing drugs,” Ms. Nguyen said.

She hopes to invite more
clubs and guest speakers for
next year’s Red Ribbon Week.

CNN Features
Pico Rivera as
“American as Apple Pie”

By BRIANNA MORALES
EL RobEO STAFF WRITER

Amongstthe51millionLati-
nos living in America lies the “La-
tino Mayberry,” or the now well-
known city of Pico Rivera, which
was featured on CNN’s two part
documentary, Latino in America.

The documentary featured
profiles of influential Latinos
such as Lorena Garcia, a TV
cooking show personality, who
have already or are near achiev-
ing the American Dream—an
idea which states that prosperity
and happiness is open to anyone.

Featured in the second
segment entitled “Chasing the
Dream,” Pico Rivera was por-
trayed as a model minority town.

Encompassed within nine
square miles, Pico Rivera’s
92% Latino population caught
the attention of CNN’s produc-
ers. Along with the high Latino
population, Pico Rivera is solidly
middle class with a 70% home
ownership rate and a $60,000
median  household  income.

In contrast, Pico Rivera
was once considered one of the
most dangerous cities in all of
LA County. With three years and
three million dollars placed into
law enforcement, Pico Rivera’s
crime rate has gone down 30%.

The newfound reduction of|
crime caused multiple business
chains to establish stores in Pico
Rivera. Among the new stores
lies controversy, especially per-
taining to Borders bookstore in
the Pico Rivera Towne Center.

Initially, the Borders book-
store was not set to be built in
Pico Rivera. In seeing the de-
mographics of Pico Rivera on
paper, assumption were made
saying that “Latinos don’t read,”
according to CNN. Ironically,
Pico Rivera’s Borders book-
store is now among the nation’s
top sellers of Latino books.

Moreover, Pico Rivera
has its very own celebrity. Lupe
Ontiveros has been featured in
movies such as Selena and The
Goonies as well as television
shows such as Cory in the House.

More than once, Ontive-
ros has played the stereotypical
Latina maid, and said, “These
are mi gente [her people].”

Pico Rivera is “as American
as apple pie,” according to CNN.
PicoRiveracitizenslook aftertheir
own fellow Latinos who, accord-
ing to CNN, will soon become the
largest minority in all of America.
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Trick or Treat for Hunger |
Helps Those in Need

By ARLETTE LoPEZ
EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

Trick-or-Treat for hun-
ger held its 26" anniversary
at Pico Rivera’s Smith Park.

The convention origi-
nally started in 1984 at North
Ranchito by Betsy Aguilar.
Only five seniors from El Ran-
cho volunteered the first year.
This past year, the park had
over twenty-five students, plus
other volunteers from the city.

The main purpose of Trick-
or-Treat for Hunger is to give food
to those who are in need during
Christmas by distributing a thou-
sands boxes throughout the city.

“This is a very heart warm-
ing event,” said Junior Key
Club member Amanda Lara.
Trick-or-treat for hunger is an
event that the city can have the
community come together and
go door to door asking for cans.

“This event is a well or-
ganized and very helpful to the
community,” said Junior Key
Club member Alexis Ramirez.

This previous year they
distributed over twelve hun-
dred boxes. This year, the com-
mittee’s goal was at least a
minimum of a thousand boxes.

“I have been doing this
event for three years and it’s
fun to see everyone getting to-
gether,” states last years Miss
Pico Rivera Sharon Calata.

“My favorite part is walk-
ing with friends and asking
for cans.” She also explains
that “less people volunteered
this year, but [they] did good
even though there were less.”

“People should come to
this event because it is a good
opportunity to give to your
community,” said Junior Key
Club member Kimberly Boche.

Helpers begin to package can foods into individual boxes
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By Naowmi ORTEGA
EL RoDEO STAFF WRITER “Things are similar to Additionally, hav-
middle school, just more teach- ing transitioned from a teach-
Earlier this month, El Ran- ers, more students, and more er to an assistant principal
cho welcomed a new Assistant support from other assis- has proven slightly difficult.

Principal of Guidance to its admin-
istrative staff, Mr. Elias Vargas.

Previously, = Mr.  Var-
gas taught US History at Ri-
vera Middle School, where he
later became vice principal.

He believes he is qualified
to become the Assistant Princi-
pal of Guidance along with “the
fact that I probably know half of
the students here,” said Vargas.

tant principals,” said Vargas.

Since the start of his new
position at El Rancho, Vargas says
he has received a lot of support
both from students and teachers.

“Hey, Mr. Vargas!” isa com-
monly heard greeting throughout
the campus. “Students have been
courteous and friendly,” Vargas
added, “my biggest enjoyment yet
is seeing all of the familiar faces.”

“I miss the teaching aspect,
but it’s replaced with another as-
pect where I can work with all
kinds of students atmy discretion.”

Vargas also says that when-
ever he feels like he misses the
classroom, he’ll just go and visit,
so don’t be alarmed when the As-
sistant Principal of Guidance just
so happens to drop in for class.

Melgar Moves up to the Front Office

Ms. Melgar getting used to her new position as sophomore and junior dean.

By REBECccA GALLEGOS
EL RobpEO STAFF WRITER

Ms. Melgar has
moved up from her posi-
tion as a teacher to being the
sophomore and junior dean.

She recently finished her

administrative credential when the
position of dean became available.

“I wanted to see what the
other side of education would
be like, so I applied for the
position,” says Ms. Melgar.

“It was out of nowhere.
I didn’t really plan it, but it

she  continued.
Ms. Melgar has taught
for five years and this
would have been her sixth.
She has taught ev-
ery math subject from Alge-
bra to Pre-Calculus Honors.
Although she is hap-

happened,”

py with her new position,
she misses teaching. “I miss
my students,” says Melgar.

“They are giving me the
biggest guilt trip ever, but at the
same time they understand that
it is a good thing for the school.”

Inthebeginningofherca-
reer, Ms. Melgar had not planned
on moving up to administration.
However during the course of
her career she changed her mind.

“[T thought] administra-
tion would be a good job be-
cause I would be able to help
different types of students in a
different ways,” says Melgar.

Ms. Melgar’s five years
of teaching have prepared her
for administration. “[Teach-
ing has] allowed me to see that
students have multiple sides.”

“As a teacher [I saw the
multiple sides] every day and still
remembering that in the dean po-
sition, I am able to see a student
and know that he or she is not all
discipline problems, that there
is another side to him or her.”

Transitioning from a teach-
er to a dean has been challenging,
but fun for Ms. Melgar. As a dean
Ms. Melgar’s work is different.

“There’s a lot of paper
work, but it is fun because I've
never done it before. It’s a chal-

lenge, which I like,” says Melgar.

“I am still getting my feet
wet so everything is brand new
and fresh,” says Melgar, “but I
like that [I] can get to know stu-
dents a little [better] and under-
stand them on a different level.”

As a dean, Ms. Melgar
is kept “on [her toes].” “I am
more aware now of what is go-
ing on,” she says. “I am not just
concentrating on one classroom
anymore, I am concentrated on
the entire school and making
sure that it is safe for everyone.”

In addition to teaching, Ms.
Melgar was also an advisor for
Link Crew. Now that her sched-
ule is a little busier, everyone has
been wondering if she will con-
tinue to be a part of the program.

“I would love to still be
an advisor,” says Melgar. “I will
probably be [involved] more be-
hind the scenes, but I still want
to be a part of [Link Crew].”

Although Ms. Melgar
will miss teaching, she is look-
ing forward to being a dean.

“I am excited about start-
ing this new position and of
course I miss my students, but
at the same time I am excited
to work with the sophomores
and part of the junior class.”
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OPINION

By JoSELYN GONZALEZ
EL RobpEO STAFF WRITER

On October 9th, Presi-
dent Barack Obama was
awarded the Nobel Peace
Prize in Oslo, Norway.

According to the No-
bel Committee, he is being
recognized with the Nobel
Peace Prize, “for his extraor-
dinary efforts to strengthen
international diplomacy and
cooperation between people.”

Every year since 1901
the Nobel Prize has been
awarded for achievements in
physics, chemistry, physiolo-
gy or medicine, literature, and
peace. The Nobel Commit-
tee must submit nomination
by February 1% of each year.

What is shocking is
that President Barack Obama
was nominated after only be-
ing in office for 12 days!

I don’t dislike Presi-
dent Obama. I think it is
honorable having an Afri-
can-American president;
yet, what in the world has he
done to earn the Peace Prize?

Yes, he has made great

promises to the Ameri-
can people but, there
has been little action!

Instead of bringing peace,
President Obama has actu-
ally ordered 21,000 additional
troops into Afghanistan. And,
European allies are assisting
him with a new multi-layered

President Barack Obama making his acceptance speech for winning the Nobel Peace Prize.

strategy there and in Pakistan.

How is that an ac-
tion or effort of “peace’?

According to Alfred No-
bel, the founder of the Nobel
Prize. The person awarded
the Peace Prize, should be
one who: “during the preced-
ing year... shall have done
the most and the best work for
fraternity between nations, for

the abolition or reduction of
standing armies for the hold-
ing and promotion of peace
congress.” So, how does this
apply to President Obama?

Nominations are not
made public for at least 50
years after a prize has been
awarded. Therefore the other
individuals who were nominat-
ed are unknown.Someone else

deserved this prize. President

Obama was just not
the right individual, espe-
cially since he has been
in office for eight months.

Promises and good inten-
tions are not enough; a Nobel
Peace Prize winner must take
action for the improvement of
all citizens in a united world.

PRIMERE

You have

the talent. (¢

We have

the information.

PLAN AHEAD FOR COLLEGE.

Sears Holdings Corporation (SHC) celebrated Hispanic Heritage
Manth by introducing the PRIMERO Hispanic Heritage bilingual social
network site for students and parents. Visit www.shcprimerobeca.com

and receive helpful tips via blogs from current college students and

learn how to plan, apply, fund, and the value of education. Encourage

your parents to visit the site with you, it will help them understand
what the college process is all about and how they can help you.
Giving back to the communities where SHC lives, works and does

business is important to us. SHC's Sears and Kmart stores are
dedicated in supporting the continued growth and development
of its Hispanic neighbors, employees and customers.

For more information on Sears and Kmart,
visit www.sears.com or www.kmart.com.

SEARS HOLDINGS

Light Out on
Flash Drives

By MaRr1i DUENAS
EL RoDEO STAFF WRITER

Since the beginning
of the school year, El Ran-
cho’s computers have been
infected with a virus that
originated with flash-drives.

Due to this, El Rancho
staff members closed the li-
brary down for a couple of
weeks and many students
were unable to use the com-
puter labs in the library.

Many of these vi-
ruses started with the com-
puter labs in the library
and spread onto the rest of
the computers in campus.

The negative outcome
this has is that many of the
students who attend El Ran-
cho do not have easy access
to computers at home so they
rely on the school computers
to print out or get any informa-
tion for school assignments.

Since El Rancho’s staff

banned the use of flash-drives
on school campus, it will affect
many of the student’s printing
ability because they will not be
able to turn in a lot of the work
they could have turned in while
flash-drives were still in use.

I believe it is unfair
for the school to ban the
use of flash-drives because
I find them to be an essen-
tial tool for the student body.

On the other hand, ban-
ning the use of flash-drives
has a positive effect, which is
that the computers in campus
will no longer be infected with
viruses. Computers will not be
slowed down and more com-
puters will be available for
students and staff members.

Although the banning
use of flash-drives might
help El Rancho, it is not fair
for most students who rely
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on school computers and
need it to keep grades up.

Many students will not
get much work done and it
will be a lot harder for one
to turn in work to a teacher,
especially teachers who ask
for additional information
where USB-drives are needed.

Yes, using flash-drives
might cause some infections
to computers, but in order to
avoid this I think all teachers
and librarians should double
check what it is the students
need to get from flash-drives,
and approve the student’s
work before printing it.

Everyone at El Ran-
cho needs to be a lot more
careful with the comput-
ers on campus because it not
only can affect you, but your
fellow classmates as well.
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By Jose REYES
EL RopEO STAFF WRITER

The senior class bare-
ly emerged victorious in this
year’s Night Pep Rally. They
surpassed the juniors, who
were in second place by a
small margin of four points.

The freshmen, with their
Monsters Inc. theme, opened
up the Night Pep Rally with
a skit portraying the premise
of the movie, and it also met
their class president, Leandra
Dominguez’s expectations.

“Yeah [Dominguez’s ex-

Seniors celebating their victory at the night pep rally.

HOMECOMING

pectations] were [met], but I bet
we could have done a lot better
with the skit,” said Dominguez,
freshmen class president.

Although Dominguez’s ex-
pectations were met, she knew that
had they known what to expect at
the Night Pep Rally, more thought
would have been put into their skit.

The sophomore class told
the story of Alice and the White
Rabbit. The music chosen for their
skit helped the other class under-
stand their storyline and enhanced
the overall delivery of their dance.

The junior class presented a

skit based on The Nightmare Be-
fore Christmas. The classic Jack
Skellington and Sally story was
told through their theatrical dance
moves and elaborate costumes.

Junior class president,
Elise Contreras, said, “Yeah we
did a lot better than last year; I
was really proud of our class.”

The Toy Story Seniors pre-
sented their Senior Story with
a well-choreographed dance,
which was “questionable” at
times, but despite it, they won
the majority of votes in the end
and led their class to victory.
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Ms.Chavez and Link Crew members selling cupcakes in Homecoming Carnival.
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Homecoming King, Princes and Princesses winners were announced during the lunchtime assembly.

Photo's taken by Joselyn Gonzales
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Senior Jesus Rivera, one of the first place winners in the ch
ing contest.
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ENTERTAINMENT

Trendsetters of the Month

Freshmen: Ceasar Garcia
Shirt: $50

Pants: Zumies $60

Boots: Bakers $40
Sophomore: Alicia Guillen
Tank top: Bonnie-amie $5
Dress: Forever 21 $23
Belt: Icing $16

Senior: Miguel  Flores
Senior: Christopher Triana
Junior: Ana Martinez Shirt: Stussy $65
Blouse: Forever 21 $27 Shirt:  Anchor Blue $25
Pants: Wet Seal $43 Pants: Levis $50
Belt: Forever 21 $17 Pants: Levis $50

Viewers Lose Sleep Over Paranormal Activity

By JaAMES GAITHER
EL RobpEO STAFF WRITER

Paranormal  Activity di-
rected by Oren Peli was released
on Sept. 25 across the nation
at selected movie theaters.

Using its low-budget ef-
fects and documentary meth-
od to great effects, it turned a
simple story of a haunted house
into a frightening 90 minutes
of sheer suspense and horror.

Opening week, the
movie racked in about
$9,113,936 in total income.

A simple story of a haunted
house that doesn’t hide the fact it
is not pleased with its new tenants,
in this horrifying supernatural tale.

Katie (Katie Featherson)
and Micah (Micah Sloat) are a mid
twenties couple who move into a
newhomeinSanDiego,California.

Katie has an interest in
the paranormal and believes
that malevolent spirits have

been following her since child-
hood, yet her husband Mi-
cah is not easily convinced.

After several nights of
loud noises and strange phe-
nomena, Micah begins to agree
with Katie that some sort of
malevolent spirit may have fol-
lowed them to their new home.

After a paranormal re-
searcher tells the couple he can’t
help them, Micah decides to take
control of the situation by set-
ting up an array of video cam-
eras so that if a spirit manifests
itself, he can capture it on tape.

Once the cameras are in
place, Katie and Micah bring in an
Ouija board in an effort to commu-
nicate with the spirits, which deep-
ly offends the malevolent beings.

The movie seems to be
a little slow at times, and can
be quite boring as well as mak-
ing you feel a little sick from
the shaky camera system
throughout the whole movie.

ACTIVI

For a simple $11,000 dollar
budget, Oren Peli should be ap-
plauded for whathe accomplished.

However, it is likely to di

| h (l
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appoint viewers if they go after
hearing for weeks how scary it is.

A 1963 Children’s Story
Book Hits the Big Screen

By AMANDA HERNANDEZ, EL RODEO STAFF WRITER

The film Where the Wild Things Are, originally a children’s
novel by Maurice Sendak, is set on an island where the “wild things”
live. This PG movie directed by Spike Jones pulled in nearly $33
million on its opening weekend. Max’s main objective is to make all
the wild things happy and to make their home a better place to live.

Even though it has a children’s based storyline, 43% of the

people who attended were 18 and over. Throughout the mov

ie

the storyline starts to get duller and it just seems to drag on. Peo-
ple wondered, “What was the whole point of this movie?” Sad-
ly, most of your questions won’t be answered about the moral.

The movie lacks consistency of entertainment and a story lin

€;

it seemed like the movie didn’t intertwine with the book. Although

the characters say “adorable” quotes like “Let the wild rumpus start

122

and “Don’t go, I’ll eat you up I love you so.” I wouldn’t waste any

money on it. The film was a waste of time and most of the peop

le

who watched found themselves falling asleep or wanting to leave.

Overall Rating:

D

Torn Between
Two Vampires

By ArRAcELI CABRAL
EL RopEO STAFF WRITER

Originally a novel series
written by L.J Smith, The Vam-
pire Diaries is the new hit tele-
vision drama that will have you
thirsting for more. The show pre-
miered on The CW, on September
10, with over 4.9 million viewers.

The Vampire Diaries is
based on a love triangle between
Elena Gilbert (Nina Dobrev) and
vampire brothers, Stephen Salva-
tore (Paul Wesley) and Damon
Salvatore (Ian Somerhalder).

After loosing her par-
ents in a tragic car accident,
the young beautiful Elena Gil-
bert, along with her 15-year-old
brother, Jeremy Gilbert (Steven
R. McQueen), has been try-
ing to move on with her life.

Once the school year be-
gins, 17-year-old Elena quickly
becomes drawn to the new myste-
rious student, Stephen Salvatore,
whoissecretlya150-year-oldteen-
age vampire. It becomes dramati-
cally difficult for Stephen to build
a relationship with Elena once his
corrupt, blood-sucking brother,
Damon Salvatore, appears in his
life after a long period of time.

Since Damon’s shocking
appearance, Stephen has trouble
covering-up Damon’s tracks of
“animal attacks.” Not only is he
trying to protect the people of
Mystic Falls, Virginia, but Ste-
phen is in competition with his
own brother, trying to win over
Elena and her friends. To make his
life more complicated, Stephen
has to keep his true identity hid-
den while trying to live the nor-
mal life of a high school student.

The Vampire Diaries is
filled with suspense, horror,
and mystery that would have
you on the edge of your seat.

“The show is really ro-
mantic,” shares Junior Stepha-
nie Cano. “I think it’s a lot
like Twilight, which is really
popular because a lot of peo-
ple love vampires right now.”

Junior  Jessica  Santa-
Cruz says, “The Vampire Dia-
ries is an awesome show,

that is getting really good.”

So don’t forget to watch
The Vampire Diaries every Thurs-
day, on The CW, at 8:00 pm.
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ER Cross
Country Stays
on Track

By JACKIE MONTEON
EL RopEO STAFF WRITER

Coach  Tirrell Wynn’s
Cross Country team currently
holds a record of 7-3 for boys
and 6-4 for girls and hope to
place first in all levels at CIF
State Championships at Fresno.

“This year’s team has poten-
tial to win at CIF State Champion-
ships in Fresno because everyone
wants to be the best and I see a lot
of my teammates train hard. Also,
I see that my teammates race re-
ally well and they can do a lot
better if they train harder,” said
junior and varsity runner David
Amador. The El Rancho Cross
Country team ran throughout the
whole city of Pico Rivera includ-
ing streets, hills, and riverbeds to
try and become a more competi-
tive team and gain a lot of skills.

“In every practice there
is no rest or easy day. Everyday
you put every effort you have
into the run so at the time of races
you do really well. Coach Wynn
always mentions to keep our
gears up and know our surround-
ings; knowing our surroundings
helps us run better and not worry
about where to relax or where
to start kicking,” said junior and
varsity runner Neydi Garcia.

According to Coach Wynn
the special contributors to the
team are senior and captain Daniel
Herrera, juniors Juan Rodriguez,
Priscilla Melendrez, and Isabel
Pina. Also, the last of the special
contributors is the sophomore
Hillary Gutierrez. Coach Wynn
mentioned that he believes that
for the first time in the school’s
history the freshman boys have
placed first in their division.

With the news that Coach
Wynn would not be coaching the
track teamthis year (because he did
not complete the BTSA program)
worried all of the cross country
runners if he would be coaching
the cross country team this year.
Luckily, for the cross country
team Wynn will be staying for this
year. Even though Coach Wynn
is frustrated about this year, the
Cross Country team understands.

“In some way coach Wynn’s
leave will affect us, but overall it
will make us even stronger with
a new coach it will be a bit chal-
lenging to stabilize, but as with
Wynn we will adapt and have
a good run,” said Neydi Gar-
cia. Overall the team will work
hard with the help of Wynn to
try and win state championships
at Fresno to have Wynn leave
with a satisfaction that his cross
country team did this all for him.

The next meet they will
be having is the Cluster meet
at Legg-lake at 3pm. the Cross
Country team hopes for a win at
the meet. They also hope to win
the other meets that they are go-
ing to be competing in the future.
Other meets and results will be
posted on the Don page later on in
the year as the season progresses.

Dons to Take on Chiefs Tonight

By Patrick RUBACALVA
EL RobEO STAFF CONTRIBUTOR

Coming into what was
expected to be a difficult game
against the St. Francis Gold-
en Khnights, El Rancho held
an impressive record of 3-1.

However, the Knights
proved too much for the
Dons, as the Dons under-
went a painful defeat of 42-7.

Even with the hard loss,
players such as Anthony Aya-
la and Ronnie Lone were able
to perform well, giving the
Dons hope for the next games.

The next week would be
much more important than most,
as it was El Rancho’s Home-
coming game. With their record
of 3-2, El Rancho was ready to
take on Pioneer at El Rancho.

With a 3-2 overall record, E1
Rancho was prepared to play, not

only their Homecoming game, but
alsothe first game to counttowards
the Del Rio League Standings.

For this game, El Ran-
cho played against their ri-
val, the Pioneer  Titans.

The crowd at the Home-
coming game was treated to
an utter decimation of Pio-
neer, as El Rancho was vic-
torious with a score of 43-7.

The Don’s offense com-
bined for a stunning 505 total

yards, and thus grew to a record
of 1-0 in the Del Rio League

Standings, and 4-2 overall.
With momentum gained
from their defeat of Pio-

neer, the Dons’ next opponent
was the Cal High Condors.

Unfortunately, the Dons
came up short in this game as
they lost to the Condors 35-17.

Tonight the Dons will
take on the Santa Fe Chiefs
here at Don Memorial Stadium.

Boys’ Waterpolo Ready for League

BY SarAHI VASQUEZ
EL RopEO STAFF WRITER

With a recent victory
against the Santa Fe Chiefs the
El Rancho Boys’ Varsity Water-
polo team has been preparing
for two of the last Hank Velle-
camp Tournaments. One of which
will take place today at Valencia
High School, and the other, to-
morrow, Saturday October 31,
2009 at Whittier High School.

The Boys’ Waterpolo team
prepares six days a week with an
average practice time of three and
a half hours a day; which does not
exclude morning practices. Pring-
le, the Water Polo coach and advi-

sor, feels his team is prepared for
the tournaments, but thinks his
team should be “working smarter.”

Pringle said, “It’s been a
tough season, but I’'m proud of
the seniors who stuck it out and
the underclassmen who have
stepped up. It’s unfortunate that
the choices of few can affect
so many.” It’s obvious that this
team has been through a lot, but
beneath it all they still have the
courage to keep moving forward.

The Boys’ Waterpolo
team will be playing against
Palm Springs High School on
Saturday October third at El
Rancho, this game will deter-
mine the qualifications for CIF.

Boys’ Waterpolo practicing to better themselves.

SARAHI VASQUEZ

By DANIELA AGUILAR
EL RobpEO STAFF WRITER

Girls’ volleyball remains
confident throughout the season
with a 10-4 overall record and a
6-2 record league. With only two
more games left until season ends,
varsity coach Adelaida Picon said,
“The team is confident on play,”
and expect to beat their upcom-
ing opponents, Whittier High,
and California High. Picon also
adds that the girls should “stay
focused, minimize on errors,” and
be able to end the season strong

On their first game of
league against Pioneer High, the
team crushed them in all three
matches. In their first match,
they beat Pioneer with a 25-21
coming in with a “winning at-
titude,” said senior Kazondra
Ramos, captain of the varsity

team. During the second game,
Pioneer caught up to El Rancho
as the team began to play poorly.
Ramos said they “could’ve done
better” wanting Pioneer to have
low scores finishing with a 29-27.

The team made a comeback
marking their final game with
a 24-15 score. Picon said, “The
team needed to start strong, stay
strong, and need to finish strong,”
after seeing a lack of teamwork.

Ramos has faith in the team
and counts on the team to do their
best and win their title back. Their
biggestcompetition,LaSernaHigh
School, was the next opponent in
league for the volleyball girls.

Last night, the volleyball
team played against La Serna
in a tight match, but unfortu-
nately lost. Their next game
is against Cal High School.
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Flores and
Ramos Reunite in
Denver

By DANIELA AGUILAR
EL RopEO STAFF WRITER

Former El Rancho baseball
players, Randy Flores and Cesar
Ramos played against each other
on September 22 in Coors Sta-
dium in Denver, Colorado. Randy
Flores plays for the Colorado
Rockies as a pitcher. He gradu-
ated from EI Rancho in 1994,
and attended in the University of
Southern California. Cesar Ramos
is the pitcher for the San Diego
Padres. He attended Long Beach
State University and graduated
from El Rancho High in 2002.

Frank Llanes, coach for the
El Rancho baseball team says, “It
was a beautiful game!” Llanes
says the players looked bigger,
older, and experienced. He never
thought his former players would
have played against each other.
Llanes said that Flores always had
the potential to be in the major
league and Ramos had the tools.
He also adds that Ramos was very
competitive and unselfish. When
Ramos made his debut against
the Los Angeles Dodgers, Ramos
sent his old coach a text saying,
“It’s a great day for The Ranch.”

Assistant baseball coach,
Benjamin Meza was proud to see
the two left-handers he once used
to coach on the field together.
Like Llanes, Meza was stunned to
see them pitch like they did at El

El Rancho alumni, Cesar Ramos
Rancho. He says, “they still have
the same delivery with better
control. Ramos and Flores mak-
ing it in the major league baseball
prove that El Rancho is not all
about good athletes, but good stu-
dents as well; they are also good
role models.” Meza is extremely
proud to play part of their career.

Flores set many pitching
records during his years in col-
lege. He’s also had the chance to
savor the victory as World Series
champions when he played for
the St. Louis Cardinals in 2006.

Flores and the Rockies de-
feated Ramos and his teammates
in the game with an 11-10 win.
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El Rancho alumni, Randy Flores

Girls’ Tennis Team off to a 4-5 Start

By JuAN OLIVARES
EL RoDEO STAFF WRITER

The Varsity Girls’ Tennis
team is currently at a 4-5 start in
league after their victories over
Cal High, Pioneer, and Santa Fe.
Tennis Coach Lippstreu said,
“Being at a 4-4 start places the
team in third place for league.”

Last Tuesday the El Ran-
cho Girls’ Tennis team went up
against Santa Fe in a match in
which they came out as the vic-
tor with the score being 11-7. Af-
ter their victory, Junior Monique
Fitchett said, “I think we are do-

ing super because we have great
team work and we are strong.

Lippstreu has confidence
for this season because “this is her
favorite group of players, for they
work together and they getalong to
try and succeed in league.” Lipp-
streu also said, “The seniors have
given all they have and the juniors
have improved much this year.”

This upcoming season
the Girls’ Tennis team is work-
ing hard to win as many games.
They are working on different
“strategies for doubles play-
ers” and different techniques
to improve their performance.

L N

The Girls’ Tennis team
has much confidence within
themselves and the team. Junior
Alexis Delgado said, “I think
this season we are going to do
well because we have a strong
team.” Delgado also agrees that
the team is doing better because
they are “working together.”

Junior, Stephanie Gu-
tarra, said, “This season is go-
ing to be a challenge because
we are making major advance-
ments in our techniques and La
Serna should watch out.” With
this confidence the Girls’ Ten-
nis team can achieve anything.

KRIKORIAN

8540 WHITTIER BOULEVARD

www.kptmovies.com

For movies & showtimes call
(562) 205-FILM (3456)

on The corner of Wi

Student Price™: $8.25

*with valid photo ID
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PICO RIVERA, CA 90660
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HALLOWEEN

By Erika MORALES
EL RopEO STAFF WRITER

WALE, 5 FREAK OUT

Knott’s Scary Farm
“Haunt: All You
Fear is Here.”

Named as the “scariest
Halloween theme park” by Amuse-
ment Today, Knott’s Scary Farm
delivers all the fear you can handle.
General  admission  is
$53.99, and pays for thirteen
horrifying mazes, seven shows,
and  thrilling  rollercoaster’s.

You can score a great deal by
purchasing your tickets online be-
forehand, and paying only $39.99
for admission on Halloween night.

There are new mazes this
Halloween such as “Big Top
the Bizarre,” which is full of
crazed carnival clowns. “Terror
of London” and “Lockdown at
the Asylum” are two other new
mazes that “Haunt” has to offer.

Halloween Horror Hotspots

There is also a new
show in 3-D called “Dia De
Los Muertos”. If you seek the
most thrilling rides and mazes,
Knott’s will not disappoint.

Queen Mary
Shipwreck 2009

Many say The Queen Mary
of Long Beach is haunted, and for
$29 you can boogie down with
ghosts and ghouls, real or fake.
For only $11 more, you can have
a V.I.P. ticket that will give you
privileges be at the front of the
lines to all the attractions on the
ship. There are five mazes; “Vam-
pire Village,” “The Graveyard,”
“Isolation Ward,” “Blackbeard’s
Revenge,” and “Paranoia’s House
of Horror”. There will be a Dance
Party with guest celebrity hosts,
dj.’s, and a live band. Along
with the scares you can enjoy the
make-up artists, tarot card read-
ers, psychics, and a food court to
keep the fun going all night long.
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By ALyssa MENDOZA
EL RobpEO STAFF WRITER

The Exorcist

With creepy make-up and
terrifying scenes, Linda Blair is
guaranteed to haunt your dreams.
Many people now a day’s aren’t
that religious but they still believe
in a heaven and hell, devils and
angels etc. Watching this movie
captures the natural human fear of
being controlled by an unknown
being that can make you do things
that are horrible beyond imagina-
tion. I personally love this movie;
it always seems to scare me. In
my opinion, If you are a person
who loves to get scared (like my-
self) or you’re a guy who wants
to get that one special girl scared
so she gets closer to you, then
The Exorcist is right for you. I
do have to warn those who are
weak of heart or are squeamish
because of the simple fact that her
head spins in a freaky manner!

ES MARCOT
ROLIN

KIDDER

“FOR GOD'S SAKE, GET OUTT™

Paranormal Activity

Everyone around the coun-
try was amped about the release
of Paranormal Activity and to tell
the truth I was too. After watch-
ing that film I only had 3 words
to say; Oh My Jesus! When I got
home I couldn’t fall asleep until
2:30am! That’s how scared it left
me. What you see in this film is
pretty freaky considering the fact
that a Ouija board lights on fire
and Katie (girlfriend in the mov-
ie) gets dragged off in the middle
of the night. I would say that’s
enough to traumatize the whole
USA and maybe 15 other coun-
tries. As I was sitting with my
cousin throughout the duration
of the film, I kept screaming and
jumping out of my seat. She didn’t
even know what was going on be-
cause she was hiding behind my
shoulder, covering her ears. This
movie is guaranteed to give you
nightmares; making it the defi-
nite must see film of the YEAR!

ANightmare on Elm Street

One, two, Freddy’s com-
ing for you, Three, Four better
lock your door, Five, Six, get a
crucifix, Seven, Eight, better stay
awake, Nine, Ten, never sleep
again. What’s the downside to get-
ting a good night’s sleep? Getting
haunted, tortured and murdered
by the disfigured, evil, and sin-
ister man named Freddy Kruger!
I love sleeping and JUST seeing
this movie made me want to re-
think the whole sleeping thing.
Freddy Kruger is one of those
Horror movie characters that have
a demented way of tormenting his
victims. He can be evil and hurt
you but he does it with a sick hu-
mor. To make things worse besides
being a killer, he does it when
you are asleep---in your dreams!
I think that if you have not yet
seen the movie, go and rent it at a
Hollywood Video or Blockbuster
and watch it. This is the perfect
movie to scare you before bed.

Halloween

What do you get when you
put a big knife and a psychotic,
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tall, dirty looking man? Michael
Myers. After I saw this movie 1
swear that I thought he was go-
ing to walk into my room and cut
my head off. Unlike Freddy Kru-
ger, Michael Myers, doesn’t talk
and doesn’t waste time torturing
his victims, he gets to the point
(no pun intended). He is a slow
walking, hard breathing, mask-
wearing murderer who doesn’t
care who or what is in his way
between him and his next victim.
If you were to find yourself in
front of Michael then you can be
sure that you’ll be seeing a white
light soon. I find him interest-
ing in the way that he manages
to still inflict so much pain but
also make the person’s death very
quick. October 31%is a definite
choice for a night at home with
the lights out to watch this movie.

The Amityville Horror

This is a classic horror
movie from the 1970s. This film
is freaky in a couple of ways. For
one it is based on a true story that
happened November 13, 1974. A
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young man kills all 6 of his fam-
ily members which consist of his
mother, father, 2 sisters, and 2
brothers. He claims that voices in
his head told him to murder his
family. This movie is based on a
new family (the Lutz) who moves
into the house after the murders.
They begin to experience para-
normal things, well actually the
same things the previous owners
(the DeFeos) experienced before
they went 6 feet under. Rumor
has it that the house was built
over a burial ground where many
enslaved Indians were, tortured
and killed brutally so that might
explain the unusual things. Dur-
ing the time the family is there the
father figure is the one who begins
to become possessed and is close
to killing the family. The only dif-
ference is that this family was able
to leave the haunted house and
avoid the same tragic ending of
the DeFeos. This is a pretty scary
movie and it is creepy. You can
see either the Original film from
1979 or the newer one from 2005.




