New Writing Template (formula)

First/Second paragraph:

· Sentence One/Two: lead (Who, what, when, where, (why).)

Principal Dan Stepenosky has suggested 

a program which would allow students to take 

college classes at Beverly.  He and Director of 

Guidance Vivian Saatjian-Green made the 

Proposal to the Board of Education at its 

meeting on May 11.


The proposed program would have 

professors come from Santa Monica College

and teach classes to the students outside of school

hours. Unlike SMC classes students currently take,

classes under Stepenosky’s dual  enrollment program

would appear on high school transcripts.

Then: remainder of the article tells why and how. 

Invented pyramid style with least important information 

last.  Alternating quotes w/ reporter’s information.  Make 

sure all quotes are accurate and that you have at least three

to five sources w/ both sides (if pertinent) of issue represented.

Third paragraph:
· Sentence three: quote #1 (first source)

“We want to offer kids new course 

opportunities and create a partnership

in new ways with SMC,” Stepenosky 

said.

Fourth paragraph:

· Sentence Four/Five: reporter’s summary continuation of first sources thoughts, explanation, etc.
Stepenosky told board members that he

would like to make “rich, rigorous,

college content” available to Beverly

students.

Fifth paragraph:

· Sentence Six: quote #2 (first source again or second source).
“If a high school student takes a college

level class in high school, it will always 

improve their chances of being accepted

to a university,” Stepenosky said.  “Taking

these classes will better prepare the student
for the academic load in high school.”

Sixth paragraph:

· Sentence seven/eight: reporter’s information regarding second quote.

The dual enrollment program took

shape when Saatjian-Green and Stepenosky 

visited SMC to talk with college representatives

about the possibility of professors teaching classes

at Beverly that are not offered during the school day.


Specifically, Stepenosky suggested bringing

an astronomy class to the high school because the school 

already has a planetarium.

Seventh paragraph:

· Sentence nine: quote #3 (first source or new source).
“The program will attract  students to go four-year

universities,” Stepenosky said.

Then: Continue alternating quotes and reporter’s information until you have told the entire story.  Save at least important information for end-in case article has to be shortened.  Make sure you have the exact spelling/title for each person you have quoted.

Main Idea: emulate the best!

· http://bhhs.beverlyhills.k12.ca.us/hiliteshome.html
· If you have a feature to write-then look at a Beverly Hills feature, same for sports, reviews, opinions, etc.
· If you are doing layout then look at a Beverly Hills layout for your page or at least look at a previous El Rodeo issues.
· Have enough pride in your work to see how your work measures up to the others!
