
www.erusd.k12.ca.us/elrancho
El Rancho High School - Volume 62- Issue 8

Friday, May 2, 2014

By AngelicA gAmez

el Rodeo StAff WRiteR

If you are lucky, you will 
attend the same university as 
your best friend. If you are re-
ally lucky, you will attend the 
same university with three of 
your best friends. Seniors Da-
vid Ramos, Javier Carrillo, Je-
sus Verduzco, and Ryan Araujo 
were given the opportunity to not 
only attend the same school, but 
also continue playing competi-
tive football on the same team for 
four more years. They took the 
opportunity and signed to New 
Mexico Highlands University.

There are many reasons 
the boys chose NMHU, includ-
ing the smaller class sizes, the 
interest NMHU put into the boys, 
and the financial aid provided. 
“I saw it as a great opportunity 
for me to continue to do what I 
love, [playing football], and also 
get an education,” says Verduzco.

NMHU was not the 
only school that was try-
ing to recruit the boys, but 
NMHU put in the best effort.  
“It was an offer I couldn’t 
pass up,” says Carrillo.

The future NMHU football 
players have been playing football 
for a long time. Carrillo says that 
he has always had a passion for 
football since he was small, so he, 
like the rest of his teammates who 
will be attending NMHU, always 
dreamed of playing in college. 

Ramos planned on joining 
the Navy before this opportunity 
was given to him and Carrillo’s 
family tried to convince him to 
stay close to home. “It was too 

Four Dons head to New Mexico Highlands

good of an offer to pass up,” says 
Carrillo, “not many students get 
[to play at] a division 2 school.”

While attending NMHU, 
Carrillo plans to major in ei-
ther sports medicine, busi-
ness, or sports business. Ramos 
plans to major in Kinesiology 
and eventually wants to do me-
chanical engineering. Verduz-
co is undecided, but plans 
to major in criminal justice. 

Aside from all of the col-
lege stress and leaving fam-
ily, friends, and Californian 
food behind, there are things to 
look forward to, such as the col-
lege life. “Playing at a differ-
ent speed level in football will 
also be exciting,” says Carrillo.

This opportunity be-
came possible thanks to the 
help of the football coach-

ing staff. “Coach Vinny helped 
me improve in my skills and 
technique along with Coach 
Rudy Cambero,” says Carrillo. 

Cambero, an NMHU 
alumnus, had an important part 
in getting the boys to NMHU. 
“He was the one that urged us 
to go play somewhere, any-
where, and luckily NMHU came 
along,” says Verduzco, “[being 
an alumnus,] he gave us an in-
side of his experience there.”

Ramos would like to thank 
his coaches for preparing him to 
be a competitor at the collegiate 
level. “I want to thank coach Cam-
bero for giving me information to 
NMHU and I want to thank Coach 
Lopez for pushing me to become 
a better athlete,” says Ramos.

Verduzco would like to 
thank their families for their sup-

port and Mrs. Cruz for her en-
couragement. “Thank you to the 
staff at school and everyone else 
who has helped us and encour-
aged us to do what we are do-
ing, I really appreciate the love 
and support!” says Verduzco. 

Carrillo wants to thank 
Cambero for making his dream of 
playing football at the college lev-
el come true. “I would just like to 
thank the Del Rio for making this 
possible and I would also like to 
thank the whole ER staff…thank 
you very much ER,” says Carrillo.

These four boys are set 
to begin a new chapter in their 
lives and will be representing 
El Rancho out at NMHU. They 
will not be playing any season 
games in California so start plan-
ning a road trip out to NMHU 
to support your fellow Dons.

The Dons signed their letters of intent to commit to New Mexico Highland University.

By michAel gARciA
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Most high school ath-

letes will never be given the 
chance to continue playing their 
sport into college, but for senior 
Adrien Perez, he will be able 
to continue playing the sport 
he loves and begin the pursuit 
of his career, while attending 
Whittier College in the Fall.

Perez had never imag-
ined Whittier College to be the 
school of his choice. Perez said, 
“It was between University of 
San Francisco and Sacramento 
State,” but after he did some re-
search on the schools, he real-
ized that Whittier College was 
the best fit for him. He added, “I 
kind of wanted to go farther away 
but [Whittier’s] a good oppor-
tunity and I just had to take it.”

What really appealed to 
Perez was the small class sizes 
and the student to faculty ratio 
of 13:1. In college, small class 
sizes are always good because 
they allow for the students to 
interact with their professors, 
which can lead to opportunities 
to conduct research and even 
become an intern. The more ex-
periences one has in college, the 
more likely he or she will be able 
to find a job upon graduating.

Perez will be majoring in 
Kinesiology, and he hopes to be-
come a physical therapist. Perez 
said, “[Whittier’s] a very presti-
gious school and I know I’ll do 
good academically there… they’re 
known for letting their students 
graduate in under four years.” 

The fact that Perez can 
possibly graduate in under four 
years is a great advantage; some 
colleges take their students 
up to seven years to graduate!

Perez will also play foot-
ball for Whittier College. They 
are a Division 3 school, which 
isn’t all that bad. Perez played 
football for El Rancho for all 
of his four years here and is ex-
cited to continue playing into 
college. Perez will begin foot-
ball practice during the summer.

For prospective college 
students, Perez has this to say, 
“definitely visit the campus, 
find out as much information as 
you can [about the college], and 
make sure they have your major.”

Perez chooses 
Whittier College

By clAudiA gonzAlez  
el Rodeo StAff WRiteR

On April 3 El Rancho held 
its annual Future Don Night to 
show incoming freshmen what 
it takes to have “Blue Pride.”  
Unlike most school events, 
the preparation for Future Don 
Night was a collaborative effort 
between the staff and students.

In preparation for this 
night, ASB began creating pro-
grams which included a descrip-
tion of every annual event, such 
as Homecoming, Powder Puff, 
and Night Pep Rally for Future 
Don Night months in advance. 
“The purpose of Future Don 
Night was to display to the stu-
dents everything that El Rancho 
has to offer. There are numerous 
clubs that El Rancho has to offer,” 
said senior class president Syd-
ney Woo, “Overall, The Ranch 
offers something for everyone!” 

Staff members such as Prin-
cipal Kwek and senior counselor 
Mrs. Cruz spoke to the students 
and parents about the experiences 
that El Rancho has to offer, such 
as the new engineering classes. 
Cruz says, “I’m really excited to 
work with the incoming freshman 

“Future Don Night” proves successful

class. There was a lot of energy 
out there and I was really happy 
to see the enthusiasm on the part 
of the students and the willing-
ness to collaborate with me.”

To show a student perspec-
tive of El Rancho, valedictorian, 
Jeffrey Valenzuela, salutatorian 
Susan Aparicio, and senior Jesse 
Sanchez gave speeches describ-
ing their journey from freshman 
to senior year. “Looking up at the 
audience, I saw myself four years 
ago and I couldn’t help but think 
about everything that has hap-
pened,” says Aparicio, “I’d like to 
think that I said the speech I wish 

I heard entering high school.”
Incoming freshmen and 

their parents were also shown an 
El Rancho promotional video that 
was prepared months in advance 
by multiple students from Mr. 
Diaz’s video production class. 
Woo says, “I was truly amazed 
with the production of ER’s pro-
motional video. Not only was it 
impressively composed but it re-
ally portrayed the message that 
El Rancho is one big family.” 

One big hit of the night was 
Mrs. Ames’ calligraphy booth. 
El Rancho calligraphers person-
alized bookmarkers in different 

calligraphic fonts for whoever 
wanted to take one home. Ames 
knew it was a big hit when she 
saw how many incoming fresh-
men signed up calligraphy.

The sole purpose of Future 
Don Night was to display every-
thing that El Rancho has to offer 
and to expose incoming freshmen 
to different possibilities that they 
will benefit from. “As a fresh-
man, entering high school can be 
a scary idea and an intimidating 
experience, which is why it’s im-
portant to help freshmen feel as 
comfortable and familiar with our 
campus as possible,” says Woo. 

The staff and ASB proved 
to finalize their goal in Future 
Don Night as students and par-
ents appeared to be pleased 
with what El Rancho offers. 

For the class of 2014 stu-
dents who attended, this event 
was very bittersweet as they 
got the opportunity to catch a 
glimpse at the incoming class 
of 2018. Woo says, “It was defi-
nitely a bittersweet moment for 
me because to this day, I can still 
remember what it felt like to be 
a freshman, but now it’s really 
starting to hit me that my time 
at El Rancho is almost over.”   

Future Dons and their parents gathered to learn more about the Ranch.
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El Rodeo is published monthly 
except during vacations by the El Ran-
cho High School journalism class. 
The El Rodeo offices are located at 
6501 S. Passons Blvd., Pico Rivera, 
CA 90660 in room X-1. The paper is 
printed by The Gardena Valley News.

El Rodeo, the student news-
paper of El Rancho High School is an 
open, public forum for student expres-
sion and an opportunity to discuss its 
audience’s issues of concern. Opinions 
expressed are those of the writer and do 
not necessarily reflect the position of 
the school board, administration, spon-
sors, parents, student body or advertisers.

The Editorial Board, which 
consists of the editor-in-chief, sec-
tion editors, and assistant editors, will 
determine the content of El Rodeo.

Student journalists on the El Ro-
deo staff will make every effort to publish 
following the legal definitions of libel, 
obscenity and invasion of privacy. Con-
sistent with California Education Code 
section 48907, the staff will refrain from 
printing material that may incite students, 
be a violation of school regulations or dis-
rupt school operations. At the beginning of 
each semester, journalism students will be 
reminded of the legal, financial and ethi-
cal implications of each article they write.

Ed Code 48907 affirms the right 
of high school newspapers to publish 
whatever they choose, so long as the 
content is not explicitly obscene, libel-
ous, or slanderous.  Also, there shall 
be no prior restraint of material pre-
pared for official school publications 
except insofar as it violates this section.

By RuBi mAciAS

el Rodeo StAff WRiteR

A debate is currently raging 
between Democrats and Repub-
licans over gender equality and 
good intentions. This debate fo-
cuses around President Obama’s 
announcement on Equal Pay 
Day that he fully supports the 
Paycheck Fairness Act to equal-
ize wages for women and men.

According to the Demo-
cratic Party, the average woman 
makes 77 cents for every dollar 
that a man makes. The average 
Hispanic woman makes 54 cents 
for every dollar that a man makes.

In order to make the pay 
discrepancies more obvious and 
fixable, Obama’s Administration 
has devised a list of areas in need 
of improvement. Obama plans 
to do away with the privilege of 
companies being allowed to for-
bid their workers from discussing 
salaries. He also wants to require 
employers to report detailed sal-
ary data, including each employ-
ee’s race and gender, to the gov-
ernment’s Department of Labor.

The debate becomes more 
intricate over time, as people find 
more sides to argue on the is-
sue. Several men and women, of 
the Republican Party especially, 
believe Obama’s intentions are 
not honorable and his solution is 
not the correct one. Other critics 
express concern about Obama’s 
words being misleading and 

Is the Paycheck Fairness Act even fair? 

his “solution” leading to more 
problems. Many people who are 
familiar with the issue of work-
place discrimination are aware 
that it has already been addressed 
by prior legislation including the 
Equal Pay Act of 1963 and the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964. The 
statistic we are bombarded with 
about women being paid 77 cents 
for every dollar a man makes is 
misleading because it is a ma-
nipulation of statistics that does 
not take into account the differ-
ences in the types of positions 
the genders hold. Passing the 
Paycheck Fairness Act may dis-
courage companies from hiring 
women to avoid complications, 
and it may cause the companies 

that do hire women to give all 
employees less flexibility so the 
companies will not seem unfair.

Republicans argue that 
Obama is desperately making 
the Paycheck Fairness Act an 
issue in order to gain support 
for the Democratic Party and to 
distract the public from the eco-
nomic issues created while the 
party was in office. His approval 
rate among working women is at 
a dangerously low level which 
threatens to decrease the people’s 
support of his party. The Re-
publicans also point out that the 
White House is behaving hypo-
critically because it pays wom-
en 12% less than it pays men.

As well as affecting em-

ployees, the act will prevent com-
panies from operating efficiently. 
The flow of business threatens to 
be heavily halted by implement-
ing the Paycheck Fairness Act 
because companies are given 
more regulations to adhere to. 

Also, legal problems 
may arise due to companies be-
ing given less freedom to in-
crease or decrease worker 
pay based on contribution.

The Paycheck Fairness Act, 
instead of shattering the glass ceil-
ing, will simply be reinforcing it. 
The Paycheck Fairness Act seems 
ideal at first, but closer inspection 
leads one to the realization that 
it is an underdeveloped incarna-
tion of a very appealing idea. 

Entrepreneur Club  
Photo Booth 
Fundraiser

Photos will be placed in the last issue of 
the El Rodeo Newspaper

Date: Friday May 9th
Time: During Lunch

Place: The Quad
Price: $5 for 1-3 students.

*Props will be provided along
 with a solid background.

Seniors it will be a great opportunity to 
cherish your senior memories with your

 high school friends.

President Barack Obama signs the Paycheck Fairness Act.

   Interested in 
Being an     
        Entrepreneur?

Do You Want To 
Eventually Be Your Own 

   Boss?
                         

       Then Join the       
    Entrepreneur Club!

         Meetings in 
A211
         Contact 
Mr.Elias



   OPINION   OPINION
El Rancho High SchoolmAy 2, 2014 el Rodeo, Pg 3

OPINION

Word on the Street
What is your opinion of Adam Silver’s actions to ban Donald Sterling 

from the NBA for life along with a $2.5 million dollar fine?  
“I respect the commissioner, Adam Silver. I respect his decision to set an 
example and make sure that culturally sensitive issues are dealt with, such 
as racism. However, I don’t feel that Donald Sterling was properly tried 
throughout this process. I feel that its more of a mob mentality that took one 
sentence out of a conversation, and turned it into something bigger than what 
it was. I did listen to the conversation and I felt that I’ve heard people say way 
worse things, and really that his intention wasn’t to be racist it was more of 
a conflict with him and his girlfriend. His girlfriend really set him up in my 
opinion, but his personal issues come up with him in the forefront and he is 
an important figure because he owns a basketball team and a lot of property in 
L.A. His history of racism should’ve been something that was addressed prior 
like just this incident, but ultimately it does come down to just one incident, 
and like I said I respect the fact that the commissioners taking a stance on 
something.”

-Mr. Pringle

“They did the correct thing 
against Donald Sterling 
because not only is it racist 
but he doesn’t have the 
right to do that against 
African-Americans because 
most of the NBA is made 
up of African-Americans 
so I think it was wrong 
for him to say that about 
them.”  
        

-Evan Zuniga , 12

“I don’t think the 
commissioner did the 
right thing with banning 
[Sterling] for life because 
he does a lot of good things 
around the community with 
everybody. Me personally, 
my grandpa knew him and 
I knew that he was a good 
man. A lot of people make 
mistakes and this is one bad 
thing that he did but I don’t 
think he should have been 
banned for life.”  
        -Justin Gonzalez , 12

“Banned is the right thing, 
I don’t think he has a place 
in any professional sport. I 
think he’s incredibly stupid 
and I hope that they do 
force a sale.”

-Mr. Meza

“I feel like in any 
organization, or major sport 
team, there’s never any room 
for discrimination, or racism. 
Although, at the same time I 
feel the NBA Commissioner 
was pressured into fining 
him the $2.5 million, as 
well as banning him for 
life, because the NBA is a 
business. If that wouldn’t 
have been done then there 
would have been a lot of 
boycotting and a lost of 
revenue for the NBA.” 
                    -Mr. Romero

“I believe that what they 
did was right but I believe 
that they should have done 
way more to him like make 
him sell the team because 
most of the people that 
are in the NBA are mostly 
African American so he is 
pretty much a hypocrite 
towards everyone thinking 
they’re just property not 
people.”

-Matthew Casing, 12
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COLLEGE
By elizABeth JAcome

el Rodeo StAff WRiteR

Once Dons go off to college 
not much is heard about them af-
terwards. Where did they go? 
What are they doing now? How 
are they doing in college?  All 
these questions come across the 
minds of the students at El Rancho. 

Rafael Medina, a 19 year 
old alumnus, graduated in 2012. 
He loves sports, especially base-
ball and boxing. Medina is a 
sophomore currently attending 
UCLA. Since high school, Medi-
na was certain of what he would 
be majoring in. His major at the 
moment is history with a minor 
in education studies and his ulti-
mate goal is to become a lawyer. 

UCLA was, surprisingly, 
not his first choice; it was his 
backup. Medina’s primary goal 
was to attend UC Berkeley but 
chose UCLA instead because 
he realized he had a deeper con-
nection with the campus and 
the students attending there.

UCLA offers many diverse 
events and programs including 
the boxing club and the “undie 
run.” This is when students unite 
to run daringly around the cam-
pus and city in their underwear. 
Medina says it happens during 

finals week and it’s a way for 
students to “relax and get away 
from studying for a while.” As 
a bonus they don’t get in trou-
ble for their actions so what 
could be more fun than that?!

A highlight of Medina’s 

college experience is when he 
only had to go to a class once a 
week, and when he did attend his 
class went to Malibu, Santa Mon-
ica Mountains, California Science 
Center, and other great places.

Medina’s years at El Ran-

cho were well spent, having been 
involved in many AP courses 
including AP Euro, AP English, 
and AP Spanish. He also par-
ticipated in some of the sports 
that El Rancho had to offer.

In college, all the AP cours-
es taken in high school could 
lead to graduating a semester 
or year early. Medina says that 
they helped “adequately prepare 
me for college and allowed me 
to stay on top of all my tasks.” 

El Rancho not only pre-
pared Medina academically, 
but also taught him important 
study skills like time manage-
ment and efficient productiv-
ity despite a full schedule.

Some helpful advice Me-
dina has for any students won-
dering about college is start 
early - don’t procrastinate. Make 
sure you apply for scholarships 
now and meet important dead-
lines. He also says its a good 
idea to visit any future colleg-
es to get a better feel of them.

Word on the Street

Where are they now?: Bruin Rafael Medina

“I’m getting a job and with 
the money that I collect I’m 
going to save for college.” 
–John-John Hernandez 

“I’m taking the SAT’s early 
and I’m also taking AP 
courses.” 
– Berlin Navarro

“I’ve attended college night 
here at El Rancho and I’m 
also maintaining my good 
grades.”
 – Norbert Rodriguez

“I’m not going to college – 
just kidding, I’m getting a 
job in so I can pay for it.” 
– Robert Robledo 

“I’ve signed up to receive 
emails from colleges in 
order to keep in touch with 
them; and I’ve even visited 
some of the campuses”
 – Brianna Olivares 

How is the class of 2015 preparing for college?

Congratulations Dons 
on your acceptances!

Rafael Medina, third student from the right, roots for UCLA with other Bruins.
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By KimBeRly lopez
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Kids and members of 
the community should join Az-
tec Dancing because, they get 
a chance to learn and also have 
fun. It also gives them the chance 
to meet new people and dance. 
It helps you develop a great set 
of useful skills such as endur-
ance and time management.

The head teacher Aide 
Novawhaler says, “Kids learn 
discipline. They also learn what 
creates a community. The com-
munity comes together because 
different people within Pico Ri-
vera or even outside of Pico Ri-
vera learn how to get along with 
one another and become friends.”

Senior Vanessa Duran 
shares her experience on Aztec 
Dancing. She says, “Aztec Danc-
ing helps you develop a great 
set of skills. Not only do you 
learn about the Aztec culture, but 
you also learn how to manage 
your time and endurance.” You 
build strong friendships with the 

people in the Aztec Circle who 
become like a second family. 
They are more willing enough 
to help you with any struggles.

“Aztec Dancing is a great 
stress reliever. It’s a type of cul-
tural dance that has inspired 
many people throughout the 
years,” says senior Jessica Guer-
rero. The feathers and the instru-
ments incorporate the culture 
within the dance. “ It’s an endur-
ance kind of dance and is great 
after a bad day,” says Jessica

Aztec dancing is not just a 
regular type of dance.  It is also 
a way to learn the traditions that 
come with it such as the dancing, 
the spirituality, and the singing. 
It is a way of living in harmony 
with nature.  Kids may seemed 
scared and intimidated at first be-
cause they don’t know the steps, 
but with practice and determina-
tion they will get the steps and 
they will learn how to dance. 

Aztec Dancing practices 
are on every Thursdays from 
6:45 to 8:30 at Rivera Middle 
school and it is completely free. 
Anyone is welcomed to join!

On April 10th, El Rancho 
hosted its first ever Don Games. 
Held in the old gym, students 
lined up outside the main door-
ways to enter to see who would 
take home the victory, the blue 
team or the grey team.  The Blue 
team’s side was seniors and fresh-
men; on the grey side were soph-
omores and juniors. While stu-
dents were waiting outside, sign 
ups to participate in the games 
were held in-between both door-
ways. Raffle tickets were given 
to each student as they piled in 
through the doors. 

With each team having to 
create a skit to perform during the 
don games, pressure is put on the 
team captains as they lead their 
teams to triumph. Megan Jimenez, 
the blue teams head captain, says, 
“it was an honor because not only 
am I spirited with events; they 
chose me because I am an out-
going person and am someone 
who can get the crowd going.” 
Long practices after school and 
on weekends kept the blue team 
motivated and determined to win. 

The Grey team captain Natalie 
Woo says, “Being captain of the 
grey team was an honor making 
sure that we had decorations and 
our skit done as well as having 
school spirit.” The blue team ad-
visors were Mr. Retana, Mr. Rojo, 

and Mrs. Lam. The Grey team’s 
advisors were Mrs. Palomares, 
Mrs. Rosales and Mrs. Zeko. 

Judges for the Don Games 
were Mrs. Palacios, Mrs. Sedano, 
Ms. Kwek and Mrs. Valle. During 
the event students played games 

like obstacle courses, Potato sack 
racing, the amoeba race, and 
many more. As the games were 
being played, raffle numbers 
were being called out to students 
in the audience to receive a free 
gift card. As raffle numbers were 

being called out, students from 
either side would come up and 
spin the big wheel to see which 
game would be played next. 

The Blue team took 
home the win and ASB is ex-
cited and ready for next year.

By nichelle RenteRiA 
el Rodeo StAff WRiteR

A new tradition at the Ranch: The Don Games

By clAudiA gonzAlez

el Rodeo StAff WRiteR

They say one travels more 
usefully when alone because she 
reflects more. (Thomas Jefferson) 
Senior Rubi Macias has definitely 
had her hand with travel with-
in the past year from traveling 
with the Gadabouts to Germany 
to traveling alone to Shanghai.

Back in the fall, Macias 
applied to NYU Shanghai along 
with many other universities. It 
came as a great surprise to her 
when she received an acceptance 
to NYU Shanghai toward the 
end of March along with a paid 
invitation to visit the campus. 

Out of the thousands of 
applicants she was one of the 
300-500 students outside of 
China that were accepted. “I 
was confused because I had ac-
tually heard very little about the 
school and applied on a whim,” 
says Macias, “I got very excited 
afterward because when they no-
tified me that I’d been accepted, 
they also offered to fly me out!”

During her stay in Shang-
hai, Macias and the other ac-
cepted applicants were allowed 
to tour the campus and the city of 

Shanghai and even took a class on 
corruption. “I really liked bond-
ing with all the beautiful people 
from all different cultures and all 
bonding because many of us were 
in an unfamiliar but welcom-
ing environment,” says Macias.  

As any traveling experi-
ence is, it was very different and 
slightly revealing for Macias 
because “people there are not 
too social or creepily friendly 
like in America… they just go 
about their business being de-
cent human beings.”One thing 
that seemed odd for Macias was 
that there weren’t many people 
on the streets but once she hit 
the subway she realized that it 
is where the “one billion people 
were hiding.” She describes her 
favorite experience in Shanghai 
as the time her group was sup-
posed to be on a scavenger hunt, 
but instead went on a small sec-
tion of kid rides in Century Park.

Macias seems to have en-
joyed her once in a lifetime ex-
perience in Shanghai as she de-
scribes the environment as calm 
but beautiful, mixed with energy, 
culture and history. “There’s a 
beautiful blend of old and new 
and I love how the buildings had 

really cool lighting that I usu-
ally describe as flattering but it 
was not too bright,” says Macias. 
Not only was Macias exposed to 
China’s lovely culture, she also 
gained her “best eating experi-
ence” one night when she had 
hot pot, which was a boiling pot 
of broth where they dipped meats 
and veggies with chopsticks 
that cooked instantaneously.

Although she was enam-
ored with the campus, she will not 
be attending NYU Shanghai due 
to financial issues; instead Macias 
will be packing her blue pride and 
taking it with her to Yale’s Under-
graduate College in the fall. “I am 
astounded at the amount of people 
who are happy for me and I truly 
believe I belong in such a presti-
gious institute... Yale has become 
my Hogwarts, except my accep-
tance was delivered by a bulldog 
instead of an owl,” says Macias. 
Besides NYUSH, Macias was 
also accepted to UCLA, UCSB, 
UC Irvine, UC Berkeley, NYU, 
USC, University of Notre Dame, 
University of Virginia, and Yale.

Traveling should be some-
thing that our young minds and 
heart seek to pursue. It is crucial 
for people of our age, or any age 
to travel in order to gain different 
perspectives and knowledge of 
the outside world. Take Macias 
for example, within a year she 
has seen various faces and dis-
tinct places that have all given her 
a new perspective of the world. 
She advises El Rancho students 
that traveling alone is not as 
frightening as it seems, in fact it’s 
perhaps more thrilling. Macias 
also advises that if you ever find 
yourself traveling alone to not fret 
about airport navigation because 
it is pretty simple and to always 
schedule plenty of time to explore 
and she gives the big unofficial 
“ok” in breaking the rules a bit. 

Rubi Macias says “Ni Hao” to NYU Shanghai

The Blue Team,comprised of seniors and freshmen, celebrate their victory.

Aztecs dancers gather as they prepare for their performance.

Century Park in Shanghai, China.

Pico Rivera’s Aztec Dancers 
encourages the community to join
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CAMPUS

E.R.I.C selling root beer floats at the multicultural carnival

Senior Amber Hernandez spinning the wheel hoping to win a prom ticketThespian’s hope to inspire at Future Don’s Night

Freshmen showing off their school pride during spirit week

Salas twins matching alongside Amador and Armando Track pole vault team after competiting during thWhitter meet

One true El Rodeo fan Freshmen girls supporting the track team on the bleachers

April brings forth Blue Pride

Seniors showing their blue pride during the Don Games
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 IN- DEPTH
By RuBi mAciAS

el Rodeo StAff WRiteR

Television fandoms are per-
haps the largest on online com-
munities. Teenagers and adults 
worldwide bond over their shared 
appreciation for programs such 
as Supernatural, Doctor Who, 
Sherlock, Hannibal, and more. 
These television shows develop 
fandoms with their well-written 
scripts and appealing characters.

The Supernatural fandom 
is the most well-known due to 
its widespread presence on the 
internet.  Supernatural focuses 
on two brothers, Sam and Dean, 
who follow in the footsteps of 
their father and devote their lives 
to fighting evil beings. Within 
the Tumblr community, the Su-
pernatural fandom is known for 
having GIFS as a response to any 
topic mentioned or discussed.

Doctor Who, a British 
television show, has spread into 
the “colonies” and official mer-
chandise can even be seen at lo-
cal media shops. This program 
has lasted for more than fifty 
years and is quite complex, as 
it deals with the Doctor, a Time 
Lord with two hearts who trav-
els through time and space in his 
TARDIS along with his compan-
ions. The Doctor Who fandom, or 

“Whovians,” has constant mood 
swings because the show elic-
its strong emotions and the doc-
tor is regenerated and played by 
a different actor every so often.

The Sherlock fandom, 
with its “Sherlockians,” is per-
haps the most tortured by hiatus 
between seasons, which can last 
up to three years. The program 
is a modern adaptation of Sir 

Arthur Conan Doyle’s original 
books featuring the famous de-
tective. The show has reached 
worldwide fame and has sparked 
controversy over a faction of the 
fandom that believes John and 
Sherlock should be romantically 
involved.  The fandom has many 
ships but this is the most well-
known because there is a lot of 
saucy fanfiction based on them. 

The Hannibal fandom’s 
presence on social media is en-
joyable to all other bloggers, as 
they arive every once in a while 
to make a clever joke or terrible 
pun. Despite the strangeness of a 
show revolving around a canni-
balistic cook who constantly hints 
at his naughty ways, the “Fanni-
bals” remain loyal to the show. 
The fandom jokes lightheartedly 

and often makes ridiculous com-
ments such as if Hannibal’s moth-
er gave him a name that rhymes 
with cannibal, she should have 
named him “hegetarian” instead.

Television fandoms of all 
sizes exist on the internet. These 
fandoms are unique because 
their presence is periodic, expe-
riencing sudden peaks when the 
program releases new content.

By nAzARely nARvAez

el Rodeo StAff WRiteR

A musician’s career de-
pends not only on the quality of 
his or her music but also on the 
support they receive from their 
fans. Artists like Lady Gaga, Jus-
tin Bieber and One Direction are 
highly dependent on their fans 
not only because of ticket sales 
and where their music places 
on music charts but because 
of the power their fans actu-
ally have over their social life. 

The power of a fandom in 
the music industry is underesti-
mated. If Joan Rivers decides to 
make fun of one of Lady Gaga’s 
outfits on Fashion Police, Rivers 
will most likely be receiving some 
angry feedback from Gaga’s “Lit-
tle Monsters.” Fandoms consist of 
people who are highly devoted to 
glorifying or idolizing celebrities, 
therefore when someone offends 
their “idol” the whole fandom is 
offended. Artists with fandoms 
as huge as Lady Gaga’s have a 
whole army on their side when it 
comes to criticism or arguments.

This idea also applies to 
how the artist actually behaves. 
The most recent example is that 

of Justin Bieber’s drunk driving 
incident. His “Beliebers” were 
still on his side despite the fact 
that he could have killed some-
one, or even himself, while driv-
ing under the influence. Maybe 
Beliebers find the “bad boy” look 
he’s trying to pull off attractive? 
No one can ever be sure as to why 
fan girls actually “fan girl” over 
such actions. The term “fan girl” 
refers to the extreme excitement 

over a celebrity’s every action. 
Fan girls have come a long 

way since the 1960’s when they 
were first exposed. When The 
Beatles first arrived in the U.S. 
in February of 1964, they still be-
lieved they had to conquer Amer-
ica, but “Beatlemaniacs” were 
way ahead of them. Thousands of 
fans stood waiting outside of the 
JFK airport, most of them being 
girls. These girls were devoted to 

The Beatles and were determined 
to follow their every action; this 
is the sole purpose of a fan girl. 

When One Direction made 
their American television debut 
on The Today Show in 2012, they 
had already captivated the atten-
tion of young girls all across the 
U.S. It was definitely easier for 
“Directioners” to spread the word 
about them due to the internet 
than it was for Beatlemaniacs to 

spread the word about The Bea-
tles. 1D’s popularity increased 
immensely now that they are 
touring Latin America. They’ve 
become so famous that Liam 
Payne, member of 1D, has had 
to tweet things such as, “Please 
don’t sit outside my house. It’s the 
one place I get to be myself and 
not have people taking pictures.” 

Upcoming coming art-
ists and bands like Ed Sheeran , 
5 Seconds of Summer, and The 
1975 have reached the ears of 
people  in the U.S., despite the 
fact that they are from different 
continents, thanks to their fans. 
Fandoms allow people from 
different parts of the world to 
bond.  It is to be  expected that 
more artists attain more atten-
tion with the efforts of their fans.       

It seems as if fandoms get 
bigger and stronger as the years 
go by. Fans have gone from wait-
ing outside of airports to break-
ing into hotel rooms and leaking 
full albums. When does an artist 
decide the fans are going to far? 
That’s up to the individual musi-
cian, but for now  it’s   logical  to 
say that fans are the foundation on 
which an artist’s career is  created. 

Television shows provide source of friendship 

Fandoms gain strength in the music industry 

Fan art featuring the characters: Sam and Dean Winchester, Castiel, the 11th Doctor, Sherlock and John Watson

1964: Fans show off posters as they wait outside of JFK airport for The Beatles’ arrival.

Frequently used fandom lingo

Ship/OTP (One true pairing) : a term(s) used to describe when fans support a romantic relationship.

Feels/ Fangirling: the extreme excitement over a celebrity’s actions
“I can’t even”: a phrase used to express a  fan’s inability to calm his/herself 

“Can you not” or “STAHP”: a phrase and/or word used when a fan wants someone to stop what they are doing immediately

Meme:  a humorous image, video, piece of text, etc. that is copied and spread rapidly by Internet users.

Fandom: a fanatic domain consisting of people with a common interest.
“ERMAHGERD”: also known as “Oh My God,” is An exclamation of excitement, surprise, amazement, or shock
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IN-DEPTH
By odAlyS chAvez

el Rodeo StAff WRiteR

Is it the scent of weathered 
pages? Or the far away lands that 
draw us so close to Fandoms? Is 
it the fact that we can escape our 
own world and dive into another’s 
life for hours on end? Books offer 
infinite possibilities from magical 
schools, utopian societies, vam-
pire academies, training summer 
camps, and even deadly arenas. 

All these worlds are quite 
different, yet they all share one 
universal element, a hero to root 
for. These heroes are never perfect; 
they are created with a sole pur-
pose, to be relatable to the reader.

Harry Potter may have 
saved the wizarding world, yet 
he always sustained a very stub-
born, hardheaded personality. 
Tris from Divergent was brave, 
selfless, and intelligent, yet she 
always remained insecure and did 
not possess the confidence the 
Dauntless seeked. Percy Jackson 
saved Olympus from the wrath 
of the Titans, yet his fatal flaw 
was always putting everyone 
else before himself. And finally, 
Katniss from the Hunger Games 
sparked a rebellion, yet she pos-
sessed an indecisive personality 
and never knew what she really 
wanted. The reader can always 
find a connection to their hero, 
this is what draws fans togeth-
er into close knit communities 
and into the world of Fandoms.

Fandoms are composed 
of fanatics who share a com-
mon interest in TV shows, video 
games, movies, music, comics, 
or books. These fans, however, 
are very loyal to their community. 

Many of these fans con-
nect through the Internet to 
give fan coverage and even 
create forums to discuss their 
fandoms. Fan fiction is also a 
very popular component that 
these zealous fanatics adopt. 

Once a book ends, many 
fans are heartbroken because their 
heroes adventures have come 
to an end, so they decide to take 

matters into their own hands. Fans 
create their own stories revolving 
around the same fictional uni-
verse. They take characters, set-
tings, and ideas from the original 
authors’ and add their own touch 
to the worlds they love so much.

 Harry Potter is the most 
searched for fan fiction on the 
Internet. Many fans like to write 
about what Harry Potter’s kids 
lives at Hogwarts might be like 
and how they would carry on their 
father’s legacy. Fan fiction at-
tracts fanatics, allows for writers 
to expand their creativity, and en-
courages young people to write.

Many fans even dress up 
as their favorite characters and 
attend midnight premiers when 
their favorite works of literature 
are turned into motion pictures. 
They get a chance to experience 
the story in a whole new way. 

Fans eagerly sit at the cin-
emas, awaiting the moment to 
find out if the characters are re-
ally how they pictured them 
in their heads, or to learn once 
and for all how they pronounce 
that tongue twisting word. 

If you wish to avoid spoil-

ers do not sit next to a person 
who dressed up for the movie 
or is wearing the film’s t-shirt. 
They tend to get overly excited 
when a scene they remember is 
about to occur. Also, if you sim-
ply do not want to hear “ THAT 
DID NOT HAPPEN IN THE 
BOOK!” all night, steer clear of 
these devoted fanatics. One thing 
is for sure, you will not get away 
from the cinema without hearing 
“The book was better,” about 15 
times before making it to the car.

Whether it is Potterheads 
for Harry potter, Tributes for 
The Hunger Games, Demi-
gods for Percy Jackson, Twi-
hards for twilight, or Tolkinites 
for Lord of the Rings, all these 
groups although very distinct 
have one major similarity, they 
have come up with nicknames to 
identify themselves and express 
their pride for their Fandoms.

The word Fandom with 
a capital “F” is not the lik-
ing of a novel, or even the lov-
ing, It is a devotion. These 
people don’t read because they 
have no life, they read because 
they choose to have many. 

Readers lose themselves in fictional worlds

Word on the street

YouTube offers new opportunities
By clAudiA gonzAlez

el Rodeo StAff WRiteR

The Internet is consid-
ered the mothership for all fan-
doms; it’s a place where fandoms 
meet, where they make memo-
ries, where they feel accepted 
and where they can ‘fan girl’ 
together. Over the years, the Y 
Generation has built different 
and unique communities on two 
of the most used websites for 
fandoms: YouTube and Tumblr.

One of the most popular 
fandoms that has branched out, 
all thanks to YouTube, is the 
Starkid fandom. The Starkid fan-
dom comprises of fans of a Chi-
cago-based musical theatre com-
pany founded at the University of 
Michigan by Darren Criss, Brian 
Holden, Matt Lang, and Nick 
Lang, known as Team Starkid. 
Their fame in YouTube began 
in 2009 when the students from 
the University of Michigan’s 
School of Music, Theatre and 
Dance staged a musical parody 
of the Harry Potter Series titled 
A Very Potter Musical and put 
it up in their YouTube channel. 

Once the video of the 
play went viral, Team Starkid 
found themselves as the head of 
a worldwide fandom and soon 
enough Starkid Productions 
was formed. Their fame in the 
YouTube community has yet to 
die out, given to their success 

in putting on a wide variety of 
productions, such as A Very Pot-
ter Sequel, A Very Potter Senior 
Year, Starship, Holy Musical B@
man, and Twisted, as well as the 
tremendous amount of support 
that the fandom has given them. 

Team Starkid is not the only 
YouTube channel to have been 
successful due to the amount 
of support that their fans give, 
other channels, most commonly 
known as ‘YouTubers’ have had 
a great deal of success. Some of 
the well-known Youtuber’s are 
Tyler Oakley, Troye Sivan, John 
Green, Hank Green, Dan How-
ell, Phil Lester and many more.

What attracts a large amount 
of people into their fanbase is the 
fact that Youtuber’s have the abil-
ity to connect with a great amount 
of people because they do share 
all of their flaws and faults, which 
ultimately makes them relatable.

As if interacting through 
YouTube wasn’t enough, fan-
doms also make up a large popu-
lation of Tumblr blogs. Through 
Tumblr, fans share amazing fan 
art, enjoyable fan fiction, GIF 
sets, and edited art of the par-
ticular fandom hat they are in. 

Not only do fans inter-
mingle amongst each other 
through Tumblr, but most You-
Tubers have a Tumblr blog of 
their own and interact with their 
fans, giving fangirls and fan-
boys something to blog about. 

The Hunger Games, Harry Potter, and Divergent heroes. 

Members of the YouTube community.

“Klaroline  [Klaus and Caro-
lina] from vampire diaries 
because everyone is against 
them being together and they 
deny feelings for each other 
but they have chemistry.” 
-Olivia Ball 9th 

“I have too many I can’t 
decide!”
- Jazmen Cabrera 9th 

“Destiel [Dean and Castiel] 
from Supernatural because 
Castiel has risked everything 
for Dean.”
- Sam Ovaldia 12th

“Matty and Jenna from 
Awkward because they are so 
cute.” 
– Andrea Narvaez 12th

Who is your favorite OTP (One True Pairing)?

“Miam [Miley Cyrus and 
Liam Hemsworth] even 
though they broke up, they 
were still cute together,”
 - Monica Miramontes 11th
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SPORTS

By michAel gARciA

el Rodeo StAff WRiteR

Boys JV, girls JV, and girls 
varsity of the El Rancho Track 
team suffered a very close loss 
against Whittier High School last 
Thursday. As for the boys’ varsity 
teama, they were able to bounce 
back from the loss against Santa Fe 

and take the win against Whittier.
The boys’ varsity team has 

only one loss, while each of the 
other teams have two. Due to 
Santa Fe High School’s undefeat-
ed record and a tie with Cal High, 
it looks like El Rancho will be un-
able to win first place in the Del 
Rio League. This isn’t necessarily 
a bad thing, since individual ath-

letes still have the chance to place 
at league finals, as well as at CIF. 

Senior and Captain Evelyn 
Burgos, says, “I just hope we get 
a lot of people to go to CIF and 
PR [Personal Record] and medal 
at finals.” Burgos runs the 300 
and 100 meter hurdles along-
side her sister, Gisselle Burgos. 

Evelyn was disappoint-

ed with her own performance 
against Whittier, but is still proud 
of the team for their effort and 
support. She says, “I could have 
done way better… but I know I 
can always come back with a bet-
ter attitude and beat my time.”

Senior Nicholas Galvan 
knows the team must improve but 
congratulates them for working 
hard. Galvan was able to place 
first in both of his events against 
Whittier, and he would like to 
thank his teammate Wyatt Sando-
val for pushing him to do his best. 
Sandoval and Galvan run the same 
races, so there is always a friendly 
competition between them. Gal-
van is always motivated to win 
and says, “I go to war with every 
single one of them out there.”

The Dons faced Califor-
ni highschool’s Condors  yes-
etrday for the last meet of the 
season. The whole team ran 
hard and gave it their best effort.

 This Tuesday will 
be prelims for all levels of 
runners against the qualify-
ing runners from each of the 
schools in the Del Rio League.

League Finals will fol-
low on Thursday at La Mirada 
high school. If possible, go out 
and support the team,everyone 
is welcome to come.

By BReAnnA peRez

el Rodeo StAff WRiteR

 
Jason Curiel, sophomore 

and fellow member of the El Ran-
cho swim team, not only manages 
to balance school and sports, but 
is also a part of the water polo 
Commerce Club.   

Curiel began swimming 
when he was thirteen and has been 
involved with the Commerce Club 
for approximately four years. 
However, he was first introduced 
to water polo at the Commerce by 
accident. “I went to my cousin’s 
house one day and she brought 
me along to one of her practice’s, 
and since then I’ve been hooked 
[since] we began playing.” 

His devotion to swim in-
cludes being a part of the El 
Rancho water polo team for two 
years, and he plans to swim in 
college. Curiel wants to get ac-
cepted into USC in hopes that 
“swim can get me a scholar-
ship into a good university.” 

As of now, academically, 
Curiel is keeping up with his 
schoolwork, while maintaining a 
GPA above a 3.0. “I’m just trying 
to balance it all out, it’s some-
times a bit of trouble, but I’m 
trying to stay on top of things.”

Curiel’s motivation behind 
swim is the support he receives 
from his teammates and fam-
ily. “Being a part of this team 
makes me feel happy, I just re-
ally love to be on the team.” 

For El Rancho, Cu-
riel competes in the 100-me-
ter butterfly stroke and the 
200-meter Iron Man, which in-
cludes the backstroke, breast-
stroke, butterfly, and freestyle. 

His contribution to the team 
has helped the Dons win back-to-
back swim meets against Cali-
fornia, Alhambra, Pioneer, and 
long time rival, La Serna High 
School. However, only the boys 
swim team won the meet against 
the La Serna Lancers, which 
hasn’t been achieved since 2002. 

To support the Dons at the 
next swim meet the team will be 
competing for prelims at Whit-
tier High School. The girls will 
compete on Tuesday May 6th at 
4pm, and the boys will compete 
on Wednesday May 7th at 4pm.  

The top 6 swimmers from 
JV and Varsity will be chosen 
based on how well they do at 
prelims to further compete in the 
League Finals. The League Fi-
nals will also be held at Whittier 
High School where all six schools 
will compete on May 9th at 4pm.

Curiel and the swim 
team prepare for 

League Finals

Sophomore Jason Curiel getting 
ready for prelims at practice.

Junior Christopher Lainez prepares to pass the baton to Senior Jeffrey Valenzuela during their track meet.

Track team prepares for prelims

Senior Captain Aiyana Leal-Robles concentrates on catching the next pitch.

Leal-Robles leads softball team on quest for playoffs

By vAleRiA huRtAdo

el Rodeo StAff WRiteR

This year the boys’ tennis 
team wasn’t as fortunate as they 
were last year in participating in 
CIF. Classes this year have not 
been easy and a lot of returners 
were not allowed back onto the 
team and that cost them the chance 
of returning to CIF. However, 
the boys’ number one doubles 
team, is advancing to pre limbs.

Pre limbs consist of four-
teen doubles teams and fourteen 
single players from schools in 
league, and the first and sec-
ond place teams advance to play 
the winners of other divisions. 

Coach Dorado believes that 
in order to be a good team, the 
players must tolerate their part-
ner.  Joshua Briseno and Adrian 
Tovar were partners the previ-
ous year, and due to their strong 
friendship they are able to play 
in sync. “We work very hard,” 
says Tovar. Their last game of 
league was May 1st and Bris-
eno and Tovar are the number 
one doubles team in the division.

Throughout preseason 
and league, Briseno and Tovar 
have not lost a single match 
and in league, they stand at 30-
0.  Even if only part of the team 
moves on to the next level, the 
boys play with the heart of the 
entire team. “Our team supports 
each other, we stick together, 
joke around and just have fun,” 
says Briseno. The boys hope to 
achieve the same goal during pre 
limbs and come out victorious.

Undefeated tennis duo 
make way to prelims

By mARiSol AlmAzAn

el Rodeo StAff WRiteR

With the El Rancho 
softball season coming to an 
end, the varsity softball team 
hopes to do everything in their 
power to make it to playoffs.

Senior varsity captain, Ai-
yana Leal-Robles believes that 
as a team, the girls are doing very 
well. “We have prepared very 
well for this season, it’s just a 
matter of applying everything we 
have practiced into our remain-
ing games,” says Leal-Robles. 

Leal-Robles firmly believes 
that if anything happens, whether 
it is good or bad, the girls will 
stand together as a team, proudly 
because they know in their hearts 
that they did everything they could 
possibly do. “We’ll stay united 

as a team by staying positive 
and picking each other up when 
we need it,”  says Leal-Robles.

Leal-Robles believes that 
the reason behind the teams suc-
cess, is the fact that the team 
is full of talented girls. “We’re 
a strong team because there is 
talent up and down the line-
up and at every position on 
the field,” says Leal- Robles.

Leal-Robles believes that 
every team has both strengths 
and weaknesses. “Our biggest 
strengths are our defense and 
pitching staff and we have a 
good offense, we just need to get 
more hits,” says Leal-Robles.

The team feels that their 
biggest competition is Califor-
nia High School and La Serna 
High School. Although these two 
schools are very competitive, 

Leal-Robles is confident that her 
team can conquer anything they 
set their mind on. “They are both 
strong teams, but we can definite-
ly beat them as long as we work 
as a team,” says Leal-Robles.  

The team has a strat-
egy for maintaining themselves 
above Cal High and La Serna. 
“We will beat these team if we 
perform well throughout the en-
tire game,” says Leal-Robles.

Although Leal-Robles’ 
original goal was to make it to 
playoffs, above all, Leal-Robles 
just wants her last season play-
ing softball at El Rancho to be 
memorable. Make sure to come 
support the girls during their 
next game against Pioneer High 
School on May 6th at 3:15pm 
on the varsity softball field.
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Junior Samantha Castellanos recites her poem for Mr. Sorenson’s A.P English class, and hopes to earn a spot on El Rancho’s Poetry Team

I Am 
More

By KimBerly Serrono

I 
am more than 
A pair of ocean blue eyes
A head full of beautiful 
blonde hair
A pocketful of money
I am more

I am more than 
A history of slavery
A plate of fried chicken
A basket and a ball 
I am more

I am more than
A horrible driver
A one-dollar salesman
A math genius
I am more

I am more than
A gardener
A sombrero and frijoles
An illegal immigrant
I am more

I am more than
A Holocaust survivor
A bar mitzvah  
A greedy businessman
I am more

I am more than 
A pair of arms with bulging 
muscles
A sports channel
An insensitive soul 
I am more

I am more than
A compact mirror 
A pair of high heels
An unfit worker 
I am more

I am more than
A young rebel
A party freak
A social media fanatic 
I am more

I am more than
A 4.0 GPA
A walking thesaurus 
A science expert
I am more

Let me show you

Dons showcase talent in Poetry Slam
Mrs. Brown and Mr. Sorenson’s Creative Writing, Honors, and A.P English classes have dedicated approximately four months to writing and performing their 

own original poems. Both teachers have allowed their students to read poems by famous poets such as William Shakespeare, Charles Bukowski, Edgar Allan Poe, and 
Maya Angelo. Brown and Sorenson had hoped that their students would become comfortable seeing metaphors, imagery, and other literary techniques used in poems. 
The Juniors were required to perform their pieces for their fellow classmates, and those who received the highest scores would earn a place in El Rancho’s Poetry Team. 

Creation of Well-Formed Sentences 
By gABRielle mAgñA 

You find the reason to everything and anything because
it makes you feel safe, but I
--can’t kiss you without you
wanting to tell me that
my eyelids flutter because my eyes
get dry and they need to protect themselves from all the
pathogenic shit that flutters around me but I’m
really just trying to get a better look at you,

why don’t you let me look at you.

Then I begin to cry and you say why tears are tears,
and that you wanted a “simple life” with me  but
you’re too busy identifying the complexity of things
that you can’t even feel because they lay within your heart, not your hands.

I’m right in front of you, but your
voice begins to raise and you speak the science of presence
and you tell me that I’m your soul mate because your subconscious doesn’t always feel so alone when I’m 
standing right beside
you and that you need me to survive, but you
can›t always kiss me because you’re too busy saying that the reason why
I think you taste good
when you kiss me is because
we are for each other.

While I’m in your arms you begin to analyze
my paragraph of life and how
it fits so perfectly beneath yours.
But then you rearrange your words
and place some in between mine
and then I realize I’m the just the loosely placed parenthesis around your
syntaxation of life.
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FUN ZONE

Match the title to the character in these popular books in the ERHS 
Library!

1. If I Stay 
2. Lord Loss
3. The Perks of Being a Wallflower
4. Speak
5. Looking For Alaska

*The first three students who bring the correct written answers
 to Mrs. Chodos in the Library will receive a prize. ONE entry per student.*

a. Grubbs Grady
b. Charlie
c. Melinda
d. Mia
e. Miles

Library Corner

touch with your positive en-
ergy and emotions. This will 
help you keep your thoughts 
in order and, therefore, sup-
port you in a successful future. 

Scorpio: During this 
month, make sure to keep your-
self open to others because 
expressing yourself and ex-
posing your interests will at-
tract the perfect fit of a crowd 
to you. You never know who 

By deBBie BARAJAS, JuliA oRtiz, 
And deBBie BARAJAS

el Rodeo StAff WRiteRS

Aries: Something has 
been building up. Some kind of 
pressure has slowly been ris-
ing in your life, Aries. It may 
be a variety of things that are 
adding up. You could handle it 
before, but now the weight of 
it all is starting to get to you.

Taurus: You are a marvel-
ous person inside and out. Who 
wouldn’t want you? You may be 
on the lookout for love, but don’t 
look for it, Taurus. It will come 
to you. Learn to be the patient 
one rather than the stubborn one. 

Gemini: You may have 
thought that you worked through 
the thought process involved 
with an old mistake and that 
you had forgiven yourself. But 
recently, Gemini, that old mis-
take may have popped up again 
somehow. In a dream, a per-
son my be trying to reach out 
to you and you may not notice 
it. Stop being caught up in your 
pride and talk to them, Gemini.

Cancer: Some important 
process in your life is moving 
very slowly and it is probably 
driving you crazy. You aren’t the 
one to rush things, but you may 
feel that you have put in your 
time and paid your dues and 

you believe that you should  be 
much farther ahead than you are.

Leo: You may be feeling 
weak or vulnerable. You may 
think that you don’t have the pow-
er of someone who might be your 
competition. You may be thinking 
that good things only happen to 
other people, but you are wrong.

Virgo: It is not what you 
say, but the way you say it. This 

little bit of wisdom may apply 
to something you are experienc-
ing right about now, Virgo. You 
may disagree with someone’s re-
action to something you said or 
did. Not everyone understands 
you. You just have to work on 
conveying your ideas properly.

Libra: So far, this month 
has been swell for you and it 
seems like the greatness will 
continue throughout. Keep in 

will benefit you in the long run.  

Sagittarius: Don’t try 
too hard to make yourself feel 
“happy” if in reality it is hurt-
ing you.  Just hang in there be-
cause true happiness is com-
ing your way and hard times or 
hardships will soon vanish with 
a simple drop of good feeling.

Capricorn: It is your turn 
to relax this month. Take it easy, 
but stay on track. Simply take a 
moment to sit back and enjoy 
your surroundings and what you 
have. Learn to appreciate the 
simple things and soak up the 
beauty that presents itself to you.

Aquarius:  Something 
may be bothering you around this 
time. You may not be feeling your 
very best or you have a weird 
feeling about something. Take 
the time and build up the courage 
to dissect your feelings and find 
out what irks you and go ahead 
and take the initiative to fix it. 

Pisces: This Month has 
been quite stressful for you, Pi-
sces. Take a moment to yourself 
and try to have more alone time. 
Gather your thoughts together 
and rejoice. You may be in des-
perate need of peace and seren-
ity in order to think to yourself 
about your new game plan to 
conquer any problem or obstacle.

May Horoscopes

Makeup artist  located in Pico Rivera
Prom Special for El Rancho High

$25.00 full face and lashes
call or text: 562-832-2280

#veronicadoesmakeup

Our Favorite Dons Games Tweets!


